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       African Astronomical History Symposium 

         Second Announcement

Dates: 

2005 November 8 & 9   Cape Town

Venue: 

New lecture room facility at SAAO, Observatory, Cape Town.

(Map: www.saao.ac.za/pr/visitingct.html)

Website: 
www.saao.ac.za/assa/aahs
Email: 

aahs@saao.ac.za
Contact:
Dr I.S. Glass, SAAO, P.O. Box 9, Observatory, 7935, South Africa



Tel:  021-447 0025   Fax: 021-447 3639

Timetable 

1 August 2005
Registration / Proposals for talks opens.  (Please do not leave until the last minute.  Uncertainty is our greatest enemy and can lead to costly problems!).  Please note that the venue can accommodate about 80 participants.

15 October

Last day to notify us of proposed talks.

 7 November
Pre-conference wine and cheese, McClean telescope, SAAO.

 8 November
AAHS, Ethno-astronomy sessions.

Conference dinner, Wild Fig, Courtyard Hotel.

 9 November

AAHS, Classical astronomy sessions.

10 November

Opening of SALT

Costs

The registration charge of R100 will cover tea, coffee, biscuits, the pre-conference reception and a copy of the proceedings.

Conference Dinner

We envisage having a dinner at the Wild Fig restaurant on 8 November, at a cost of R115 per person.  This is a part of the Courtyard Hotel close to SAAO, Cape Town.

Opening of SALT

Many participants, especially those from up-country, may wish to visit Sutherland for the opening of the Southern African Large Telescope, which is now scheduled for 10 November.  It is evident that the official guests of the Department of Science and Technology, the National Research Foundation  and the SALT partner institutions will fill up all the space available within the dome for the event.

It therefore appears that conference participants, if they want to be there, will have to be content with watching events on a large-screen TV in the Visitor Centre.  There will be an opportunity to visit the telescope dome after the opening.

It is important to note that admission to the site on the day will be strictly controlled and tickets of some kind will be necessary.  Arrangements concerning transport to Sutherland and catering at Sutherland have not yet been decided.  AAHS participants will be notified of these arrangements in due course.  Meanwhile, please indicate if you are thinking of attending and how many will be in your party.

Accommodation in Cape Town

Accommodation arrangements are up to the individual except for the invited speakers.  We will endeavour to help those from overseas if requested (who to contact). The local hostelries (in or near the SAAO) may be under severe pressure because of the SALT opening, so book early. 

Proposals for contributions

Please submit your proposals (abstracts) for talks or poster papers to aahs@saao.ac.za as soon as possible after the opening date for registration.  Early submission will greatly assist the organisers in their planning.  Contributed talks may be 15 minutes to 30 minutes in duration, including discussion.  We intend to put short abstracts on the AAHS web site.  Decisions on the acceptance of papers will be made by the Scientific Organising Committee.

Please check the web site www.saao.ac.za/assa/aahs for the latest information.

Invited speakers:

Prof Keith Snedegar, Utah Valley State College.

Desiderata for the Study of Cultural Astronomy in Southern Africa

Prof John McKim Malville, Dept of Astrophysical and Planetary Science, University of Colorado.

Astronomy and Stelae at Nabta Playa in the Late Megalithic 

Prof Jarita Holbrook, Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology, University of Arizona, Tucson.

The Cultural astronomy of Africa: Recent Activities

Prof Wayne Orchiston, Centre for Astronomy at James Cook University, Townsville, Australia.

Amateurs in the Antipodes:  the Common Denominators of South African, Australian and New Zealand astronomy During the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries

Proceedings

The Proceedings will be published in African Skies/Cieux Africains, published by the Working Group on Space Sciences in Africa.  See their web site www.saao.ac.za/~wgssa for further information about this journal.  Papers should be submitted as soon as possible after the conference and not later than 31 December 2005.  Details concerning submission of articles will be posted on the AAHS web site.  The proceedings will be edited by the members of the Scientific Organising Committee.  Participants will receive a copy of the relevant issue of African Skies/Cieux Africains.

Funding for attendees

Funding for a limited number of South African academic researchers and post-graduate students to attend (travel and accommodation) is available.  Short expressions of interest with a motivation and a very brief CV should be sent to aahs@saao.ac.za for consideration. 

Deadline for grants is 15 September 2005.
Registration form

Please print out if desired, complete and send by email to wpk@saao.ac.za or mail to Mr W. Koorts, SAAO, P.O. Box 9, Observatory 7935, South Africa together with a cheque or proof of payment.  Completed forms with proof of payment can also be faxed to 021-447 3639 (International 27 21 447 3639) clearly marked: For attention: Mr W. Koorts.

Payment options are:

Cheque:
Made out to "The Astronomical Society of Southern Africa".

Bank transfer:  

Pay money directly into the ASSA's account (see details below).  It is essential to reference "AAHSname" where name is as much of your name as will fit in the space allowed so that the Hon. Treasurer of ASSA will know the money is for the Symposium.  Include a copy of the deposit slip with your application so that we can identify the source of the deposit.

Electronic transfer:  

Transfer money electronically into ASSA's account (see details below).  It is important to clearly identify the workshop and the sender by "AAHSname", where name is as much of your name as will fit in the space allowed.  Make sure that you attach a copy of this transaction to your e-mail or mailed registration form.
ASSA's bank details:

    Bank: 

Standard Bank

    Account number:
276188349

    Account in name of:
Astronomical Society of Southern Africa

    Branch:

Plumstead, Western Cape

    Branch/Sort Code:
02 54 09

    Reference:

Please indicate "AAHSname" as explained above.


Registration form  

--- African Astronomical History Symposium ---

8 & 9 November 2005

Name (title, first, family):

______________________________________________

Address to send Proceedings to: ______________________________________________





______________________________________________





______________________________________________





______________________________________________

E-mail: 



______________________________________________

Phone No:        


______________________________________________

Proposed talk (if any):

______________________________________________





______________________________________________

Duration of talk:


____ minutes

Fees:

Registration: (R100 p/p) 


R________

Number attending dinner:
____

Total dinner cost: (R115 p/p)

R________

   Total fees:




R






=========  

Any special requirement:
______________________________________________

Number interested in visiting Sutherland on SALT opening day:   _____________________

Date of sending this form:
_________________________

Attach cheque or proof of payment and email to Mr W. Koorts (wpk@saao.ac.za)  

or mail to: 

Mr W. Koorts, 

SAAO, 

P.O. Box 9, 

Observatory 7935, 

South Africa 

or Fax to 021-447 3639, marked For Attention:  Mr W. Koorts
