[image: image5.wmf]South African Monthly Sunspot Number (MDF)

ASSA, Solar section



Edited by:  JJ van Delft



Jan 97

Feb 97

Mar 97

Apr 97

May 97

Jun 97

Jul 97

Aug 97

Sep 97

Oct 97

Nov 97

Dec 97

Jan 98

Feb 98

Mar 98

Apr 98

May 98

Jun 98

Jul 98

Aug 98

Sep 98

Oct 98

Nov 98

Dec 98

Jan 99

Feb 99

Mar 99

Apr 99

May 99

Jun 99

Jul 99

Aug 99

Sep 99

Oct 99

Nov 99

Dec 99

Jan 00

Feb 00

Mar 00

Apr 00

May 00

Jun 00

Jul 00

Aug 00

Sep 00

Oct 00

Nov 00

Dec 00

Jan 01

Feb 01

Mar 01

Apr 01

May 01

Jun 01

Jul 01

Aug 01

Sep 01

Oct 01

Nov 01

Dec 01

Jan 02

Feb 02

Mar 02

Apr 02

May 02

Jun 02

Jul 02

Aug 02

Sep 02

Oct 02

Nov 02

Dec 02

Jan 03

Feb 03

Mar 03

Apr 03

May 03

Jun 03

Jul 03

Aug 03

Sep 03

Oct 03

Nov 03

Dec 03

Jan 04

Feb 04

Mar 04

Apr 04

May 04

June 04

Jul 04

Aug 04

Sep 04

Oct 04

Nov 04

Dec 04

Jan 05

Feb 05

Mar 05

Apr 05

May 05

Jun 05

Jul 05

Aug 05

Sep 05

Oct 05

Nov 05

Dec 05

Jan 06

Feb 06

Mar 06

Apr 06

May 06

Jun 06

Jul 06

Aug 06

Sep 06

Oct 06

Nov 06

Dec06

Jan 07

Feb 07

Mar 07

Apr 07

May 07

Jun 07

Jul 07

Aug 07

Sep 07

Oct 07

Nov 07

Dec 07

Jan 08

Feb 08

Mar 08

Apr 08

Jun 08

Jul 08

MDF Number

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Months vs MDF Number 

Plot 1 Regr


	   [image: image1.jpg]BLOEMFONTEINTAK



                                                                                                                 


Astronomical Society of Southern Africa, Solar Section

     July 2008                                                                                                                                              Issue 65



Hi Solar friends,

As the emphasis in the ASSA group is on observations in the different sections, we in the solar group want to develop a professional platform for you the observer where you can participate in national and international solar observations. 

Observations are used to calculate a monthly Southern African sunspot number and are published in the report section of this bulletin. A two monthly report on observations will be send to MNASSA for publication. 

Solar observations are still an open field in Southern Africa amateur astronomy and we like to invite you to become part of the ASSA solar section.

Information on how to become involved in solar observations can be obtained from the solar section of ASSA at:  jvdelft.solar@starmail.co.za 

Keep looking at the sunny side of life,

It keeps the shadows behind you!

Regards,

Jacques van Delft

Director solar section

ASSA, Southern Africa  

OBSERVERS
	                            Jacques van Delft        (DEJV)
 Wepener,
Freestate
South Africa


Jim&Shirley Knight   (KNJS)
            Boksburg
Gauteng
South Africa
                        Howard Barnes          (BARH)           Auckland                                 New Zealand
                             Johan Retief               (RETJ)                                                              South Africa

                        Frikkie de Bruin         (DEBF)                                                            South Africa
                        Gert Lutz Scott          (SCGL)            Linxe-Lahourate                      France
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	THE SUNSPOT CYCLE

July 2008 was a very low month in sunspot numbers. A round zero. Hopefully next month we will see some sunspots as this is a difficult time for observing sunspots.
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Explanation:
 Cnts = Sunspot counting’s (MDF totals)



 Days = Amount of days counting’s were taken



 DMF = Daily Mean Frequency



 MMF = Monthly Mean Frequency

	SOLAR ACTIVITIES

Solar Flaring activity came to a standstill as is the sunspot number coming to absolute zero during July. The only disturbance came again from the appearance of coronal hole’s increasing the solar wind and its content.
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As you all noticed there was no bulletin for May and June send. This was due to a trip to England and when I came back pressure and increased activity at work. Everything is back to normal again and I can continue producing solar bulletins again. I also want to welcome a new observer: Gert Lutz Scott from France.  

Clear skies,

Jacques van Delft.

jvdelft.solar@starmail.co.za 

Wepener,  

+27 (0) 82 812 5907

Monthly Report on Solar activities
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