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ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

NATAL MIDLANDS CENTRE

. The Chairman, Mr Rogan Roth, declared the meeting open at 19h30 and welcomed the 14 members present.
Apologies had been received from 6 members, and there were 4 visitors

. Minutes of the AGM held in June 1999
The minutes of last year’s AGM had been circulated to all members by post, and were accepted unanimously without

being read Proposed M™ir P HawkKins Seconded Wir R Cilifford
. Matters Atising

No matters arising regarding the 1998/1999 minutes

. Chairman’s Report
Mr Roth reviewed the various activities of the Centre as follows :-
a) .The completion and official opening of the Worids View Ubservatory in 1999.
b) The need for members to actively use the observatory and library, and also to maintain the grounds around it
¢y The programme of monthly meetings and excursions during the year
d) The ever increasing Education program, and the need for members to assist in this
€) Membership statistics
f) “Stardust” and regular monthly articles in the “Mirror” (published weekly by the Natal Witness)
g) Future plans for the development of an Astronomical Educational Centre af the observatory site
h) Meritorious Award for 1999/2000 presented to Mr Roger Clifford

Proposed Mr J Watson Seconded Mr S de Vos

5. Treasurers Report

8.

a) Mr Hawkins handed out copies of the Statement of Income & Expenditure for the 1999/2000 year which reflected :-

i} Bank Balance of R907,16 ii} Cash on Hand of R 20,80
Proposed Mr R Roth Seconded Mr H Tunmer

b) Mr Hawkins proposed that i) aniual subscriptions be revised to R706,00 for Individuals, R85,00 for Families
and R40,00 for Pensioners and Scholars
i) an entrance fee of R25,00 be levied on all new members
These proposals were not seconded, and were rejected after somediscussion
¢) A proposal to revise annual subscriptions for the year 1999/2000 was accepted
These will be .- R 75,00 for Individual/Family members R 40,00 for Senior Citizen/Student members
Proposed Mr P Hawkins Seconded Mr J Watson
d) Mr Hawkins requested the recording of thanks to Mr J.Sprake (Minolta) for assistance in photocopying , and declared
himself unavailable for election to the position of Treasurer again. Mr C .Lake proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Hawkins
for his excelient work over the past few years :

a) The following members were nominated and elected
R Roth, 1. Watson, P.Hawkins, R Clifford, C Lake, R Joubert , A Hill, G Culverwell
Proposed Mr 1.Schroeder Seconded Mr F.Botes
b) It was noted that Mr § de Vos would assist with preparation of “Stardust”, aod that Miss L Hearmon would
be co-opted on her return from U.X if she agrees to this.

Other Business

a) There are a number of duplicate Sky & Telescope magazines for sale, but also some missing from the library sets

b) J Watson has received corrections to RA and Dec of prominent stars published in the 2000 ASSA handbook

¢) There is an intention to contact SAAQ regarding their Education program(s), with a view to bringing our current and
future efforts nto tine where possible.

d) Solar eclipse in Zambia in June 2001, and ASSA Annual Symposium to be held in Harare (Zimbabwe) thereafter

Meeting closed at 21h30 , after which all those present enjoyed some refreshments and telescope viewing using the
observatory instruments

CHAIRMAN SECRETARY



NMC CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 1999/2000

Ladies and gentlemen, members and friends, it gives me great pleasure in welcoming you all to the
first AGM held in our very own observatory.

I think this wold be a good time to review some of our achievements, highlights and disappointments
in the year gone by:

OBSERVATORY/GROQUNDS

This past year was very notable for the official naming and epening of the World’s View
Observatory. As you will all remember this event was attended by guests and guest speakers
from afar - Mr Danie Overbeek from Johannesberg and Mr Andrew Gray from Cape Town.
By the way, Andrew sends his best regards to you all and wishes you well for the future.

Our 12" reflecting telescope was also completed and installed during this period and we owe
much to Dr Geoff Prosser for producing such a wonderful instrument - thank you Ge6ff! By
the way, how many of you have yet to have a good look through it? Tonight is as good time
as any - we need more people to man/woman telescopes during public viewing evenings - any
takers?

Our Centre library has been pulled into shape during the year and is now a valuable asset -
please use it in future.

A fair amount of werk has been put into the areas around the Observatory, but much work
still has to be done. Many of the adopt-a-plot plots have been abandoned by their adopters
and are in a terrible state - please, if you have promised to keep an area clean, but haven’t
started yet, now is a good time (the moon is nearly full), considering that the fire season is
nearly upon us! '

ANNUAL PROGRAMME

The monthly meetings have been, on average, fairly well attended throughout the year, some
attendances have been rather poor and others have been really good.. The talk presented by
Mr Fred Crooks last month drew a large crowd of nearly 80 souls, many of which were
visitors to our Centre. Other subjects, which seemed to be quite popular with the
membership, were talks on cosmology, the sun and the constellations.

Viewing evenings are always popular and most people seem to really enjoy a few hours
under the stars, however, the inclement weather seems to have played a part in dampening our
spirits - who can complain about the beautiful skies we have been having recently though? °

One trip to the country was organised during the year last November. Three adventuresome
souls made a pilgrimage to the clear skies of Himeville to view the Leonid meteor shower.
None were disappointed as the shower turned out to be a spectacular, once-in-a-lifetime
event.

EDUCATION

Once again a very successful year of educational lectures to schools and other groups was
orchestrated by our very busy education officer - does anybody know who he is? The Basic
Astronomy Course was a real hit as usual and the next course is about to start later this
month.

We must all realise just how important to the general well-being of the Centre these lectures



are and how much revenue they generate for future projects. Iam sure our honourable
treasurer will fill you in on the details later. But, please remember we need your support in
these endeavours and if you feel you can lend a hand at any time let someone on the
committee know, you will be welcomed with open arms, I can assure you (especially if you
can operate a telescopel).

Thank you John (and helpers).

MEMBERSHIP

We have had quite a number of new members joining our ranks during the year and we have
inevitably lost a few as well. We had to say goed bye to one of the stalwart stalwarts, Miss
Kerry Hampson, as she decided the clear skies of (...where?) Uniondale were preferable to
our own murky ones here. We will really miss her as her telescope-handling abilities are
quite legendary!

We had 59 paying members and 16 honorary members at the beginning of the year. We had
14 new members sign up and 4 or so resignations, so our membership appears to be more-or-
less static.

We were fortunate to have had contact with far-off members, including Messrs et Mesdames
Rusty Jarmain, Andrew Gray, Danie Overbeek, Magda Streicher, and lightning visits by
Leanne Hearmon and Rusty Jarmain. We also had a visit by a professional astronomer, Dr
Tony Fairall from Cape Town.

STARDUST

Stardust continues to be published regularly and, hopefully is fairly well read. Thank you to
our editor-in-chief for maintaining the quality of our newsletter.

GENERAL

We are VERY proud to present this years Meritorious Service Award to someone who has
put a great deal of effort into making our dream come true - the World’s View Observatory.
Without his dedication, vision, drive and just good old fashioned hard work we would not be
sitting comfortably ensconced as we are at this moment in time - A big, collective THANK
YOU to Mr Roger Clifford.

THE FUTURE

New developments at the observatory site and fund-raising for the planned education
centre/planetarium, ablution blocks, etc. will continue in earnest. If you are not sure what has
been planned for the future please study the excellent model on display.

Thank you to the ‘old” outgoing committee for all their hard work and support during the year
and a big welcome to the new committee for 1999/2000.

AND, LAST-BUT-NOT-LEAST, A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SELFLESSLY
CONTRIBUTED THROUGH THE YEAR
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A.S.S.A. - NATAL MIDLANDS CENTRE

2000/2001 COMMITTEE
Chairman: Mr R. Roth
Secretary: Mr J. Watson
Treasurer: Mr R. Clifford
Newsletter: MrR. Roth
Observatory: Mr R. Joubert
instruments: Mr A. Hill
Library: Miss G. Culverwell
Council Rep: Mr J. Watson
P.R.O. Mr C. Lake
Education: Mr J. Watson
Member: Mr P. Hawkins

Addresses and telephone numbers

Mr R. Roth

Mr J. Watson
Mr P. Hawkins

Mr A. Hill

Mr C. Lake
Mr R. Clifford

Miss G. Culverwell

Mr R. Joubert

P.0.Box 100210, SCOTTSVILLE, 3209

P.0.Box 330, HILTON, 3245
1 Ashbourne, Harwin Rd, PMBURG, 3201

P.0.Box 101441, SCOTTSVILLE, 3209

P.0.Box 912, HILTON, 3245
145 Howick Rd, Wembley, PMBURG, 3201

6 Dennis Shepstone Drive, HILTON, 3245

4 Sanders Rd, Scottsville, PMBURG, 3201

...............................................................

All correspondence should be addressed to -

The Secretary

A.S.S.A. (Natal Midlands)
P.0.Box 2106
PIETERMARITZBURG
3201
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033 - 3460666 (h)



