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ASSA - NATAL MIDLANDS CENTRE
CHAJIRMANS REPORT 2003 / 2004

Fellow members of the Natal Midlands Centre, Ladies & Gentlemen

| count it a privilege to have been Chairman of your Centre during this
30th year of the Centre's existence, and am grateful to have been
associated with it for all of this period. Forgive me if | have been a little
harsh in some of my remarks printed monthly in our newsletter
STARDUST, but | am increasingly dismayed by the general lethargy
that one hears of amongst the members of similar societies, and have
done it only with the intention of keeping up your enthusiasm.

Despite the non-participation of Hilton College during the last 6 months,
the attendance at our monthly meetings has been most gratifying, and
our current membership remains steady, as follows :-

60 Individuals / Familys 4 Honorary 16 Other

The questionnaire sent out last year indicated that your committee was
on the right track regarding the programme of activities, so we have kept
on doing the ‘same thing’ this year. | must thank all the members and
guest speakers who have so willingly given of their time and expertise

to present interesting and stimulating talks month by month, and would
encourage others to offer their services in this regard. | am very grateful
to Frikkie de Bruyn for co-ordinating the programme so well.

As you will see later, our financial situation is sound, and despite the
rising costs of running the Centre , we have managed to maintain

annual subscriptions at the same rate as last year. Our application to
LOTTO for funding of our next building phase has not produced any result
as yet, but we live in hope | Many thanks to treasurer Roger Clifford for
keeping things tightly under control.

Although not subscribing to ‘Sky & Telescope’ any more, our library has
continued to be fairly well used, and we have received some generous
donations of books. The logistics are somewhat clumsy, but sincere
thanks to librarian Colin Kay for making it happen. Unfortunately he is not
able to carry on the good work, so | hope this position will be willingly
filled.

| am aware that for all members, especially those living far away, the
monthly arrival of STARDUST is eagerly awaited. I'm sure you would wish
me to formally pay tribute to editor Rogan Roth for producing such a
first-class newsletter, and to thank him for the effort he puts in to make it
so original and interesting. Thanks must also go to those who have
contributed during the year, and | encourage any others to do the same.
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1. The Chairman, Mr John Watson, declared the meeting open at 19h30, and welcomed the 14 members present.
Apologies had been received from 2 members, and there were no visitors.

2. Minutes of the AGM held in June 2003

The minutes of last year’s AGM had been sent out with the monthly newsletter, and were accepted as read after
Mr Clifford had pointed out that the words “next year” in 5 vii) meant for the year commencing July 2004
Proposed Mr F de Bruyn Seconded Mr Rogan Roth

3. Matters Arising
No matters arising regarding the 2002/2003 minutes

4. Chairman’s Report

Mr Watson’s report made reference to :-

a) Encouraging attendances at monthly meetings, but still a bit lethargic for other activities.

b} Membership statistics { 60 Individuals/Families, 20 others)

¢) Sound financial situation - thanks to R.Clifford

d) Programme of monthly meetings - thanks to guests & members for their input, and to F.de Bruyn for co-ordinating it all
e) Good growth of library - thanks to C Kay for his endeavours

1) Outstanding quality of “STARDUST” - thanks to R Roth and contributors

g) Good PRO and relations with local newspapers - thanks to W. van der Merwe for a job well done.
h) Continued work in the schools etc by J. Watson and R Roth, and upcoming Basic Astronomy Course
i) Observatory maintenance and future plans - thanks to T.Morley for his hard work

j) Meritorious Award for 2003/2004 presented to Mr H.Tunmer for his loyalty and enthusism

Proposed Mr R. Roth Seconded Mr F. Botes
5. Treasurers Report
a) Mr Clifford handed out copies of the Statement of Income & Expenditure for the 2003/2004 year which reflected :-
Bank Balance of R 3449,91 plus Cash on Hand of R 15,40 giving a total of R 3465,31.

After queries regarding “GOODWILL” and high postage costs, the report was accepted .
Proposed MrP Inman  Seconded Mr JHefer

b) Inreply to a query by Mr C.Lake, Mr Watson reported that the committee had investigated the possibility of using
e-mail to send out STARDUST each month, and had rejected the idea as it would place a big responsibility on a
private individual.

¢} Mr Clifford proposed that annual subscriptions be increased by R 10,00 in July 2005 if necessary.

This was accepted unanimously. Proposed Mr F. de Bruyn Seconded Mr N.Wakefield

6. Election of Office Bearers 2004/2005
a) The following members were nominated and elected

Re-election: Messrs R Roth, J.Watson, R.Clifford, F.de Bruyn, T.Morley, W.van der Merwe
Proposed Mr J.Watson  Seconded Mr J Hefer
New election: Mr J. Hefer Proposed MrF.de Bruyn Seconded Mr R.Clifford

b) First meeting of new committee to be held on 14 June 2004 at the home of Mr F.de Bruyn
7. QOther Business

a) Basic Astronomy training course due to begin on 24/6/2004 - almost fully booked

b) ASSA Symposium to be held towards the end of the year

¢) ASSA are planning to change their logo. (NMC has only just put the existing logo on its banner 1)

d) F deBruyn has submitted a motivation to ASSA for a new Cosmology/Astrophysics Section to be formed

8. Meeting closed at 20h15, after which several members showed off their new or recently acquired telescopes
while tea/coffee etc were served.
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ASSA - NATAL MIDLANDS CENTRE
HAIRMANS REPORT 2003 / 2004

Despite having relinquished our membership of Pmb Tourism, our

public exposure through various newspapers has been satisfactory.
Willem van der Merwe has had the unenviable task of keeping in touch
with the press, and | thank and admire him for getting involved with
organisations that have an uncanny knack of getting their wires crossed !

Our observatory remains our most precious asset, but also continues to
be somewhat of a headache in terms of maintaining the grounds and the
building.

My sincere thanks to Trevor Morley for again putting in many hours of
work this year to keep the natural growth down to a dull roar, but it is a
massive job for one person, and | am disappointed that the turnout at work
parties has been pitiful. A further factor is the ‘friendly’ warning received
by the forestry contractors that we could become a fire hazard and be liable
for damages to surrounding plantation. Therefore, | appeal again urgently
for help in this regard.

The building and instruments are in pretty good shape, but need

attention from time to time. Signage has been refurbished, roof tracks
have been repaired and are currently being de-rusted, while our two
telescopes are ready for use during the annual viewing season from

June to August.

The annual Basic Astronomy course was cancelled last year due to bad
advertising and consequent small enrolment. | am happy to announce
that the course due to start in two weeks time is already fully booked,
with several on the waiting list. At the same time, Rogan Roth and myself
have been involved with schools and other organisations on a regular
basis, and it would be good to have others involved in the educational
aspect of our society.

The Meritorious Service award this year goes to a man who over many
years has always been willing to get involved in a varity of activities from
plot clearing through education to public viewing sessions.

Thank you Harry Tunmer !

In conclusion, my general thanks to you all for keepihg the Centre alive
and for turning out so faithfully to monthly meetings.

My best wishes to the new committee for the year ahead.

J.W.Watson
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private individual.
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