
THE

C O N S T I T U T I O N

OF THE

A S T R O N O M I C A L  S O C I E T Y

OF

S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A



THE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
CONSTITUTION

(As amended 1954 April, 1956 June, 1962 July, 1967 July, 1970 June, 1971 Nov.)

Article I. Name
The Society shall be ealled "The A stronom ical Society of Southern A frica".

Article II. Objects
The objects of the Society shall be:
1. The encouragem ent and stim ulation of the study of Astronom y.
2. The association of observers and the organization of astronom ical 

observation and research .
3. The dissem ination of such cu rren t astronom ical inform ation as may 

be helpful to observers and o thers in terested  in Astronomy.

Article III. Membership
The Society shall consist of M em bers, Honorary M em bers, Corresponding Mem­

b e rs , A ssociate M embers and Student M em bers.
M embers shall have power to vote in any proceedings of the Society and shall be 

eligible for election to all offices of the Society. They shall receive all publications 
issued o r  d istribu ted  by the Society free  of charge.

Honorary M embers shall have all the priv ileges of M embers except that they shall 
receive free of charge only publications issued by the Society.

Corresponding M em bers shall receive the publications of the Society; shall have no 
cen tre  o r council voting rights except during tem porary  residence in South A frica, but 
shall have the right to address Council by correspondence, to be consulted by Council 
on Astronom ical m atters  of international concern, and to publish scientific contributions 
in MNASSA. During tem porary  {i.e. not over th ree  years) residence in Southern A frica, 
they shall autom atically become full ord inary  m em bers of the Society, shall have voting 
righ ts of such m em bers and be eligible for election to any office in the Society.

A ssociate M embers shall have no vote in any proceedings of the Society nor shall 
they be eligible to election to office in the Society.

They shall, however, have power to vote in proceedings of the C entres to which 
they belong and shall be eligible to hold office in such Centre.

Student M embers shall have no vote in any proceedings of the Society o r Centres 
and shall not be eligible to hold office in e ither Society o r C entre, They shall only be 
eligible as Student M embers until they attain  the age of 21 y ea rs .

A ssociate M em bers and Student M em bers a re  entitled to receive publications 
issued by the Society on payment to the Society of a fee to be determ ined by the Coun­
cil.



Article IV. Officers and Council
The Society shall be governed by a Council consisting of a  P resid en t, 3 V ice -P re ­

siden ts, a S ecretary , a T re a su re r , a R epresentative of each duly constituted C entre, 
four other m em bers of Council, and the E ditor o r  a m em ber of the Editorial Board 
and the B usiness Manager.

The Council shall be elected annually in accordance with the provisions of A rticle 
XIII. At a ll m eetings of the Council, seven shall form  a quorum.

Article V. Management 1
Except as here inafte r provided the Council shall have sole m anagem ent, contro l, 

and disposition of the a ffa irs , property  and funds of the Society, and shall have power to 
decide any questions not specifically  covered by th is Constitution.

The Council shall have the power to appoint D irectors of Observing Sections, a 
L ib rarian , Editor o r E ditorial Board and Business M anager and to fill any vacancy that 
may occur in any of the offices of the Society o r in its own body until the next election 
of officers.

Any m em ber of Council unable to attend m eetings m ay, by notification in writing 
to the S ecretary  of the Society, appoint a m em ber of the Society to be his a lte rnate  for 
the period of his office. In the event of h is being able him self to attend any m eeting of 
the Council, his a lternate  may also attend, but shall not then have a vote.

The Council shall m eet once every th ree months. Additional m eetings of the 
Council may be held on the call of the P residen t o r of th ree  o ther m em bers of Council.
M embers of Council and a lternates shall receive fourteen days' c lea r notice of every 
m eeting.

The Council shall fram e an Annual Report on the activ ities of the Society during 
its year of office and this shall be presented to the Annual General Meeting.

Article VI. Centres
A group of m em bers residing in the sam e locality m ay, after receiving the 

approval of the Council, form  them selves into a C entre. Each C entre shall establish  a 
local headquarters and shall appoint O fficers as provided in A rticle  VII. The nam e of 
the C entre shall be that of the town o r d is tr ic t in which its headquarters is established.

Any m em ber of the Society residing within such distance of the headquarters of a 
C entre as perm its of his taking p a rt in the activ ities of the C entre shall be a t liberty  to 
join that C entre if he so d e s ire s , and to continue his m em bership as long as he pays his 
subscription to the C entre as provided for in A rtic le  XI and subject to the provisions of 
A rticle  XV.

Article VII. Local Management
Subject to the provisions of A rticle  VIII each C entre of the Society shall have full 

control of its own finances and shall be solely responsible for its liab ilities as a Centre.
It shall elect a C hairm an, S ecre tary , T reasu re r and a Committee to conduct its affairs 
and shall have power to fram e ru les and bye-laws provided that such ru les and bye-laws
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do not conflict with this Constitution.

Article VIII. Local Property
All astronom ical instrum ents, lan te rn s, s lides, books and other property  which 

a re  in the possession of, o r shall be acquired by any C entre shall, subject to the fu rthe r 
provisions of this a r tic le , rem ain  the property of such C entre, and shall not be tra n s ­
fe rred , sold, donated o r otherw ise disposed of without the consent of two th irds of the 
m em bers of the C entre in possession of such property.

If it is decided that a C entre sh a ll  be dissolved a m eeting shall be called to d iscuss 
the disposal of its property. The final decision shall in th is case  be m ade on a sim ple 
m ajority  vote of all the m em bers of the Centre presen t at the m eeting and entitled to 
vote.

Should a C entre cease to exist without a form al decision to do so e .g . by failu re 
to elect officers or Com m ittee, o r by fa ilu re  of a ll m em bers of the C entre to pay 
C entre subscriptions within the period p rescribed  by A rticle XI, its a sse ts  shall be­
come the property of the Society.

Article IX. Election o f Members, Associate 
Members and Student Members

Subject to the other provisions of this A rticle  the Council shall have power to 
e lect m em bers.

A candidate for election to m em bership m ust be proposed and seconded by M embers 
of the Society.

Every candidate before election shall be required  to sign a declaration  in the 
following te rm s:

I, the undersigned, having been proposed as a M ember of the Astronom ical Society 
of Southern A frica, do hereby declare  that I w ill, if elected , abide by the provisions of 
the Constitution of the said Society.

Signature ...........................................................
As W itness, t h i s .......................... ........................... day of...................... ............ 19......................

A fter a candidate has been proposed and seconded and the above declaration duly 
signed and w itnessed his proposal form in the following te rm s:

W e, the undersigned, propose M .................................................. . ....................................
whose address i s ........................ ............................................. ............................... ..........................
as a M ember of the Society.

P ro p o s e r .......................... ............................
S eco n d er....................................... ..............

duly signed by the proposer and seconder shall be submitted to the Council.



The nam es of a ll candidates for election shall be circulated  to m em bers. If no ob­
jection shall have been lodged within 30 days of the date of publication the Council shall 
have power to declare  such candidates elected to m em bership. Objection to election 
of candidates m ust be m ade in w riting to the Secretary  of the Society and shall sta te  
fully the reasons for the objection.

If objection is lodged the applicant shall be elected only by unanimous vote of the 
Council, otherw ise the applicant shall be elected if not m ore than two m em bers of the 
Council vote against his election.

Candidates for election as  A ssociate M embers o r  Student M embers shall be eligible 
only if able to join a C entre. Such candidates m ust be proposed and seconded by M embers 
o r A ssociate M em bers of that C entre. Application shall be made to the Com mittee of 
the C entre who shall have power to elect A ssociate M em bers and Student M em bers. Such 
election shall then be form ally confirm ed by the Council of the Society. Candidates for 
election as Student M embers m ust give th e ir  date of b irth  on the declaration form . At 
least one m em ber of the Com mittee m ust have personal knowledge of such applicant.

The Council shall have power to elect Institutions o r Societies as such to  m em ber­
ship of the Society. Every Institution or Society so elected shall have the sam e priv i­
leges as one single m em ber.

No election shall be deemed com plete until the entrance fee and f irs t  subscription 
a re  paid, until which date the candidate shall not be entitled to the privileges of m em ­
bership.

Article X. Honorary Members and Corresponding Members 
The Council shall have power to elect a s  an Honorary M ember of the Society any 

person who has rendered special serv ice  to Astronomy o r to the Society. The num ber of 
such H onorary M em bers shall not exceed fifteen a t any one tim e.

Corresponding M em bers shall be elected by Council from  tim e to tim e from among 
active astronom ers of repute norm ally resident outside Southern A frica, and who have 
expressed a wish to be actively associated  with the work of the Society.

Article XI. Entrance Fee and Subscriptions
1. Society

(a) P ersons joining as M embers of the Society, w hether o r  not they w ere 
previously A ssociate or Student M em bers, shall pay an entrance fee and sub­
scription of amounts as decided by Council from  tim e to tim e. Notice of any 
proposed increase of entrance fee o r  subscription shall be given to all Mem­
b ers. If objection is not ra ised  by five o r m ore M embers within one calendar 
month of the date of the notice, the increase shall become effective. If objec­
tion is ra ised  by five o r m ore m em bers, a postal ballot shall be held and the 
increase shall become effective unless a m ajority  of the M embers entitled to 
vote oppose it.
(b) Honorary M em bers shall pay no entrance fee o r subscription.
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(c) Corresponding M embers shall pay a subscription equal to the 
ordinary subscription ra te  for MNASSA and shall receive a ll publications 
of the Society. During tem porary  residence in Southern A frica the ir 
subscription to the Society shall not be increased and they shall continue 
to receive only the publications of the Society. If a tem porarily  resident 
Corresponding M ember elects to join a C entre he shall be liable to that 
C entre for the ordinary C entre subscription.
(d) A ssociate M embers and Student M embers shall pay no entrance 
fee and no subscription to the Society.
All subscriptions a re  payable in advance to the T reasu re r of the Society and shall 

become due on the f i r s t  day of July in each year, but a M ember joining the Society after 
the f irs t  day of January  shall be liable to pay for that year only half the subscription 
ord inarily  due in the previous July.

Any m em ber who fails to pay his annual subscription within th ree  calendar months 
of the due date shall cease to receive publications until the subscription is paid, when 
a ll publications so withheld sha ll, if available, be sent to him. If h is annual subscrip­
tion rem ains unpaid for eleven months afte r the due date, a final reg is te red  le tte r  of 
warning shall be sent to him by Council and if the subscription is not paid within one 
calendar month of the date of despatch of that le tte r , he shall cease to be a m em ber of 
the Society.

In very  special cases Council may waive payment of subscriptions by certa in  indi­
vidual m em bers. In each such case , the w aiver shall be recorded in the Minutes of the 
Council Meeting at which it is  decided upon and the reasons shall be fully stated.
2. C entres

(a) A ssociate M embers and M embers attached to C entres shall pay the 
sam e subscription to the C entre. The amount of this subscription shall 
be determ ined by the Com mitteé of the C entre subject to ratification by a 
G eneral Meeting of the C entre.
(b) Student M embers shall pay a subscription to be determ ined by the 
Com mittee provided that this shall in no case be m ore than one half of the 
subscription paid by M embers and A ssociate M embers to the C entre.
These subscriptions shall be the concern of each Centre exclusively and shall not 

be subject to ratification  by the Council of the Society. They need not be the sam e for all 
C entres.

Subscriptions to C entres a re  payable in advance to the T re a su re r of the Centre.
Any m em ber of a C entre who fails to pay his C entre subscription within twelve 

calendar months of the due date shall autom atically cease  to be a m em ber of that Centre.
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Article XII. Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting shall be held at a C entre chosen by the Council,, The 

date of the m eeting shall be the fourth Wednesday in July o r  such other day as the 
Council, a fte r consultation with the Com mittee of the C entre at which the Annual 
G eneral Meeting is to be held, shall d irec t.

All m em b ers , honorary m em bers and corresponding m em bers (if residen t in 
South Africa) shall be advised of the date and venue of the m eeting a t least one calendar 
month before the date of the m eeting. They shall have the right to vote w hether m em ­
b e rs  of a C entre o r not. A ssociate m em bers and student m em bers a re  not eligible to 
vote.

Any m em ber entitled to vote a t the Annual G eneral Meeting m ay appoint in w riting 
a proxy to speak and vote in h is stead. Such proxy m ust be a m em ber or the wife o r 
husband of a m em ber.

The purpose of the Annual G eneral Meeting shall be to rece ive  the rep o rt of the 
Council, the T re a s u re r 's  audited Financial Statem ent to the previous 30th day of June 
and the rep o rts  of the Observing Sections, and to tran sac t any o th e r business.

Article XIII. Election o f Council and Auditor
Section A:

The election of officers and m em bers of Council o ther than the rep resen ta tives of 
the C en tres, shall be by postal ballot.

Nominations m ust be signed by two m em bers of the Society and received by the 
Secretary  before June 15.

A ballot paper, containing the full lis t of nom inations, shall be posted to each 
m em ber entitled to vote.

To be valid a ballot paper
(a) Must be received back by the Secretary  before the date indicated 

on the ballot paper;
(b) Must show c learly  (in the m anner indicated on the ballot paper) 

the nam es of the candidates whom the m em ber voting d es ire s  
to be elected;

(c) Must not give votes to m ore candidates than th e re  a re  persons to 
be e lec ted ; and

(d) Must b ear the signature of the M em ber voting.
A fter the re su lt of the poll has been declared the ballot papers shall be sealed and 

shall be kept by the Secretary  of the Society fo r one calendar m onth, a fte r which, if 
no p ro test in w riting has been received by the S ecre ta ry , they shall be destroyed.

In the event of a  p ro tes t being received , the Com m ittee of each C entre shall 
appoint a M em ber of the Society, not being one of those nominated for election, and 
these shall form  a Com m ittee for the purpose of examining the ballot papers. The 
m ajority  rep o rt of the Com m ittee shall be final as to the validity of the election.
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Section B: Election o f Representatives o f Centres
Each duly constituted C entre shall be entitled to select a M ember of the Society 

to rep resen t it a t Council m eetings. This rep resen ta tive , who w ill be a full m em ber 
of Council, shall be selected by the Com m ittee of the C entre afte r the publication of 
the resu lts  of the ballot for the officers and other m em bers of Council. The nam e of the 
rep resen ta tive  so elected m ust be communicated to the Secretary  of the Society by the 
twentieth day of August. The pow ers of Council and the efficacy of its decisions shall 
not be im paired by any failu re  o r delay on the p art of a C entre to se lec t its rep resen ­
tative.

Article XIV. Resignation 
Any M em ber, A ssociate M em ber, o r Student Member wishing to resign  from  the 

Society shall give notice in w riting to the Secretary  of the Society and shall pay all 
subscrip tions due, a fte r which the resignation shall take effect. In the case of A ssociate 
M em bers and Student M em bers, a copy of the notice shall be sen t to the Secretary  of 
the C entre to which such A ssociate M ember o r Student M ember belongs.

Any M ember wishing to resign from  a C en tre , but not from  the Society, shall 
s im ila rly  give notice in w riting to the Secretary  of the C entre and shall pay a ll sub­
scrip tions due, a fte r which the resignation shall take effect.

Article XV. Suspension and Exclusion 
The Council may suspend o r exclude any M em ber, A ssociate M em ber, o r Student 

M em ber e ither for infringem ent of th is Constitution o r of any ru les m ade thereunder, 
o r fo r m isconduct reported  in w riting to the Council, provided that the persons so sus­
pended o r  excluded shall have the right of appeal to the next m eeting of the Council 
whose decision shall be final. Any M em ber so excluded shall forfeit the cu rren t sub­
scription.

The Com m ittee of any C entre may sim ila rly  suspend from  m em bership of the 
C entre (but not from  m em bership of the Society) any M em ber, fo r infringem ent of the 
bye-law s of the C entre. It may sim ila rly  suspend A ssociate M embers and Student 
M em bers but may not exclude them . It m ay, how ever, recomm end th e ir exclusion to 
the Council.

Article XVI. Reinstatement 
Any m em ber who has resigned in good standing may be perm itted to rejo in  the 

Society without payment of entrance fee a t the d iscre tion  of Council. P ersons who 
forfeit m em bership under A rtic les XI o r XV may be reinstated  with the consent of 
Council and shall then pay the entrance fee but not any a r r e a r s  of subscription.

A ssociate and Student M em bers having resigned in good standing shall be allowed 
to re -jo in  the Society and any C entre if, in the case of Student M em bers, they a re  s till 
e ligible. A ssociate and Student M em bers who have forfeited m em bership under A rtic les
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XI o r  XV shall only be perm itted to re -jo in  the sam e C entre by consent of the Committee 
and afte r payment of any a r r e a r s  of C entre subscriptions; and he shall only be allowed 
to join another C entre by consent of the Com m ittee of that C entre and a fte r payment of 
any a r r e a r s  of subscrip tions due to the C entre of which he was form erly  a m em ber.

Article X V II Gill Medal 
A  m edal has been established, known as the Gill M edal, to be awarded in recog­

nition of se rv ices  to astronom y.
The Medal shall be awarded not m ore frequently that once in any y e a r , and no 

aw ard shall be made if , in the opinion of Council, th ere  is no suitable candidate in any 
year.

The award shall be made by Council. T here shall be no re s tr ic tio n  on the eligibi­
lity of any person as candidate, and candidates need not be m em bers of the A stronom i­
cal Society of Southern A frica.

In making the aw ard, Council shall observed the following conditions:
(i) Council shall be required  to sta te  the particu lar serv ice rendered 

by the M edallist which has been deemed worthy of the award.
<ii) Council shall, as fa r as may be seem ly, give p reference to 

se rv ices to astronom y in Southern A frica.
(iii) Council m ay, a t its  d iscre tion , give special c red it to serv ices 

ca rried  out under conditions of difficulty, or with lim ited 
fac ilities.

The award shall be publicly announced at the Annual G eneral Meeting and, if 
possib le, the presentation of the Medal to the successful candidate shall be m ade at 
that m eeting.

Article XVIII. Amendment o f Constitution 
The Constitution of the Society shall be amended only by ballot of all m em bers 

entitled to vote. No proposed amendment shall be presented to the Society without 
e ither the recom m endation of the Council o r the signature of at least five m em bers. 
Proposed amendments m ust be forwarded to the Secretary of the Society.

Any proposed amendment shall be posted to every m em ber who has the right to 
vote. To be adopted, an amendment m ust receive at least two th ird s of the votes cast. 
Voting shall be by postal ballot.

If, in the opinion of the Council, any proposed amendment would vitally affect the 
w elfare of the Society o r any fundamental principle of this Constitution, the Council 
shall intim ate that fact to m embers by causing such amendment to be s ta rred  when it 
is submitted for voting. Such amendment shall take effect provisionally from  the date 
of the announcement of the re su lt of the ballot but m ust be confirmed by a second 
ballot a fte r a period of th ree  months o r  such longer period as the Council may deem 
necessary  for its effects to be given fa ir tr ia l .



Article XIX. Interpretation 
On any question of the implication o r in terpretation of any of the provisions of 

the Constitution, the decision of Council shall be final.

South African A stronom ical O bservatory, M arch, 1972
OBSERVATORY,
Cape,
South A frica.
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APPENDIX I

P R O C E D U R E  FO R ELE C TIO N  OF G ILL M E D A L L IS T
In each y ea r before the end of the f irs t  week in A pril, m em bers of the Council 

shall send to the Secretary  of the Society a note of a  name or nam es of suitable p e r­
sons to receive the M edal, together with a descrip tion  of the serv ices to astronom y 
which it is proposed to recognise, and a note of any further particu la r reasons in 
favour of any p articu la r candidate. Before the fifteenth day of A pril the Secretary  
shall p repare and d istribu te  to each m em ber of Council a  confidential memorandum 
embodying all the proposals and reasons.

M em bers of Council shall then, where n ecessary , give suitable instructions to 
the ir a lte rnates . At a m eeting of Council to be held in May, one nam e, o r in the case 
of joint work, two o r  m ore nam es, shall be selected , o r Council may decide that no 
suitable name has been proposed.

Council may not add nam es to those originally proposed, but it may re -d ra f t  the 
citationiof the serv ices for which it is proposed to award the m edal.

If a name or joint nam es has been selected , this nam e, together with the citation, 
and any fu rther p articu la r rea so n s, shall be incorporated in a ballot paper, a copy of 
which shall be sent to each m em ber of Council. M embers of Council shall then vote 
fo r o r against the award of the Medal to the person o r persons named in the paper, for 
the se rv ice  cited. Ballot papers m ust reach the Honorary Secretary  by the end of the 
f irs t  week in June. Two th ird s of all the votes cas t shall be necessary  to confirm  the 
award.

If a m em ber of Council o r an a lternate  be proposed as a candidate he shall with­
draw  from  the discussion and voting; if an alternate  be proposed h is principal shall 
send his instruction to the Chairm an of the Council M eeting, who shall be given an 
ex traord inary  additional vote for each such case , at the m eeting which se lec ts the 
name of the final candidate.

All the proceedings leading up to the award of the Medal shall be kept confidential 
by m em bers of Council and th e ir a lte rna tes . Candidacy may be d iscussed among m em ­
bers of Council, but it is not to be a m atter of public debate, and m em bers of Council 
rep resen ting  C entres of the Society a re  not bound to accept instruction from  those 
Centres in this m atte r.

The details of d iscussion in Council shall not be m inuted, nor the nam es of candi­
dates specified. The Minutes shall record  the fact that candidates w ere d iscussed and 
a name selected , if this is done. A sealed copy of the confidential memorandum and 
ballot paper shall be deposited each year among the Society 's papers, and shall only 
be opened in exceptional circum stances by a unanimous vote of Council.



APPENDIX II

M C IN T Y R E  A W A R D

1. The Council of the Astronom ical Society of Southern Africa resolved to establish 
a p rize  to be known as the McIntyre Award derived from the in terest on the bequest 
m ade to the Society by the late  Donald G. Me In ty re  of Cape Town, som e-tim e p re s i­
dent of the Society.
2. M r. M cIntyre's deep in terest in the h isto ry  of astronom y m akes it appropriate 
that the award should be given for significant contributions in this field.
3. Awards shall be made from tim e to tim e as Council shall decide, and be norm ally 
of a m onetary value of not less  than R200. Awards shall be m ade, without distinction 
of nationality or language, to any living person in respect of work of good academic 
standard in the field of the h isto ry  of astronom y. Council shall take into account fea­
tu res  of originality and of lite ra ry  presentation. Council shall norm ally appoint suitably 
qualified re fe rees to rep o rt on work under consideration for an award.
4. The procedure for making an award shall be the following: Nominations in re s ­
pect of a work, which m ust have been published in book form or in a journal of r e ­
cognised standing within the previous five y ears , may be made to the Honorary 
Secretary  by any m em ber of Council o r  any A lternate m em ber, and reasons for the 
award m ust be given.

When a nomination has been made it shall be incorporated in the Council m inutes 
and treated  as confidential. A fter a suitable period of d iscussion of not less  than one 
month and not m ore than th ree , Council shall vote on the proposed aw ard, giving 
notice in the Agenda for the relevant Council M eeting, that such a vote is to be taken.
A m ajority  of tw o-thirds is necessary  to confirm  the aw ard. M embers of Council shall 
vote in the ir personal capacity and shall not seek guidance from C entres which they 
may rep resen t. A lternate m em bers shall vote as instructed by th e ir p rincipals , but 
if no instructions have been received, an A lternate may vote in his personal capacity. 
No m em ber of Council o r A lternate shall have m ore than one vote, and a Council 
m em ber and his A lternate may not both vote.
5. When an award has been made Council shall announce it in a  suitable m anner and 
shall make suitable arrangem ents for its presentation. D etails of aw ards and of the 
sta te  of the award account shall be notified in the Annual Financial Statement by the 
Honorary T re a s u re r , incorporated in the Annual Report of Council.
6. These conditions form an appendix to the Constitution of the Astronom ical Society 
of Southern A frica.


