
arteokqmical society of southern afrtca

Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1983 June 13 at 20h00 at SAAO
Cape Town

1. Present
Professor A.P.Fairall in the Chair, Professor Brian Varner, Dr0 A.N.Cousin 
Hiss P.Booth, Messrs J.S.Bondietti, U. C.'Bentley j V.Buveen, R.Hurly, C.H. 
Larmuth, G. II. Larmuth, F.N.G.Orpen, J.Spencer-Jones, C.Turk and the Bon. 
Secretary H.E.Krumm,

2. Apologies
Apologies vere received from Professor V/.Feast, Dr. Peter Mack, Mr. C.S. 
Lake and Mr. J.Simenhoff.
Apologies for absence from up-country Members of Council were accepted in 
terms of Minute No.2 of Council Meeting held on 1983 April 11.

3. Minutes
Minutes of previous meeting of Council held at SAAO on 1983 April 11 at 
20h00, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed 
and signed after Mr. Bentley'sinitials had been corrected to read 'H.C. 
instead of J.C. and Mr. Hurly's name had been suitably adjusted to read 
Hurly instead of Hurley.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes
(i) 4(i). Natal Centre Constitution. After further discussion, Mr. G. 

Larmuth agreed to write to Mr. P.Cramb, Chairman of the Natal Centre, 
requesting a copy of the Centre's Rules which they now intanded to 
print.

(ii) 5(ii) Finance: Interest on Current Account. The Hon. Treasurer was 
of the opinion that the credit balance was too small for the matter 
to be pursued any further. Mr. C.Turk suggested that the Hon. Treas. 
negotiate with the Bank regarding service charges. Agreed.

(iii)5(iv) Finance: Authorised Signatories. Council confirmed the names 
of Messrs W.C.Bentley, R.Hurly and F.N.G.Orpen as the Society's 
authorised signatories, who then proceeded to sign the necessry slips

(iv) 8. Recognition of Long Service to the Society. Mr. M.A.Gray, in a 
letter dated 1 June 1983> suggested that the award might take the 
form of a book token for about R5 0. During the ensuing discussion 
Mr. V.Duveen suggested a Certificate of Merit. It was eventually 
agreed to leave the matter in abeyance until the next- Meeting of

( Council in the hope that further suggestions would be forthcoming.
Mr. Gray was thanked for his prompt reply and for his suggestion.

5. Finance
The Hon, Treasurer presented his financial statement which showed a' 
credit balance of R786,23. A copy is attached to these minutes.
These financial statements give a good idea of the not inconsiderable 
amount of money that passes through the Society's books. Council noted 
with deep appreciation Mxu Orpen's efficient handling of this important 
part of the Society's affairs.



Hew Members
The names of the folloving now member's' 10 f e  in possesstion of the Hon 
Treasurer hut were not available at th»’?cibotang. Their- election will hove 
to he. confirmed at the next meeting Council,
Mr, Patrick J. ASHWORTH Green Valley, Venus Avenue, CONST AItTIA. 7 & 0 :

Mnr. A.J• BOTHA Hoffstraat Oos 1167, KOregloed, PRETORIA 0186
Dr, .Johannes Hendrik de KLERK Dept* Wiskunde en Toegepasde Wishunde*

POTCHEFSTROCM UNIVERSITEi'P 2520 
Mr. W.P. do LARGE 3 Allan Hirst Drive, Northern Park,

PIETERMARITZBURG ’ 32:01 
Hr. Christopher David Murray FORDER P.O.Box 1261, CAPE TOWN 8000 
Mr. Philippas Chari le ROUX 7 Cocorice Street, Chanteclfir,

BURBAMVILLE 7550
Mr, Stephanus David le ROUX Vista, Drive 405 j P.O.Box 8 7 2.'Faerie Glen,

PRETORIA 0043
Mr. A.LUBBE P.O.Box II78, JCHAITIIEBBURG..2000
Mr. G.MICALI P.O.Box 574, KEKPTON PARK 1620
Mr. Scott Robert NEWTON "Sunrise", 20 Uxbridge Road, LAKESIDE 7945
Mr. Gabriel NOTHI'TAGEL 306 Dalbergia, 154 Walker Street, Sunnyside,

PRETORIA*0002
Mr. Arayan Prakash PANCHIA 347 Ally Street, Aotonvillc, Extension. 2,

BENONI 1500
Mr. PuJ.OLIVIER 25 Marathon Road, Bluff , DURBAN 4052
Mr. Victor SATWI-IAITRIJTI 117 Corlett Drive, Bramley, JOHANNESBURG'21.9?
Mr, John Peter WOODCOCK 6A Sowden Street, B10EMF0NTEIN 9301

%■ » .Co rrespon donee
Letter from Mr. M.A,Gray dated 1 June 1983.
(1) Z0i£t̂ ]IHi%ahet-_h Jf’_eoples_5 y\)bservatory Society,. Irom the context of his 

letter it was clear that arrangements for this "small but excellent" 
Society to become a recognised Centre of A.-S.S.A. had not materialised, 
notwithstanding persistent efforts on his part. He was shortly to visit 
Port Elisabeth and would appreciate any comments from Council which 
might help him to take the matter further,,
Mr, Turk explained that according to the.Constitution a group of not 
less than 10 members was required, before they could form themselves 
into a Centre, The members of the P.E. Peoples’ Observatory Society 
were not members of A.S.S.A, They were members of a Trust which was 
in some way tied up. with the Port Elizabeth Municipality.
Mr. Gray was thanked for his initiative and nis efforts and was given 
a mandate, from Council to ■eursuo the matter further, 'M

(2) Prajrtingjof Mejnb 2̂«h^_Addrpss__List. A .query from Mr. Cray regarding 
the updating of the computerised list of members of the Society led 
to an extensive and complicated discussion from which it was difficult 
to minute any meaningful conclusion. The position will probably be 
clarified at the next meeting of Council0 Mr, Gray was thanked for 
placing the services of his Wang machine at the disposal of the Society,

AWARDS . •
(1) The Gill Medal 1983

Previous discussions regarding the award of the 1983 Gill Medal were 
held in commit tee by Members cf Council and alternates. They were not 
recorded in the Minutes’ as the proposed recipient, Dr. W.Feast, v:as 
a Member of Council and received copies of the Minutes of meetings..
As Professor Feast was not present the meeting covered by these Minutes



~3~

•the Chairman cox'Id confirm that the procedure regarding the norainatio." 
and the election of the Gill Medallist had duly "been carried out in 
terms of the Constitution and was able to announce that at least two 
thirds of all Council Members had voted in favour of Professor W.

' Feast being awarded the 19G3 Gill Medal, 
professor Faira.ll would accordingly inform the President, Mr. Vincent>

’ who lived in Herare, and request him to make an appropriate annoxmce- 
ment at the Annual General Meeting in July 1983.

I 2) The McIntyre A'-rard 3.Q83
/ A proposal had been received that Professor Brian Warner of the

University of Capo Town sh.ou.ld be the 15)83 recipient'.of the McIntyre 
, Award. The initial discussions were hold in committee as Professor

’ • Warner serves as an alternate on Council and receives copies of the
Minutes* It was agreed that Professor Warner would be a worthy recipient 
of the Award and to proceed with an election in terms of the Constitut-ior
It was hoped that a sufficient number of ballot papers would have bom;
received back by the time of the Annual General Meeting.
It is recorded that Professor Warner had left the meeting before the 
above discussions took place.

9. Mnassa: Subscription Pates to Foreign Countries
In reply to a question from the Business Manager it was agreed to retain 
the existing rate of 10 dollars.

10. Gill Medals
Mr. Spencer-Jones reported that after the presentation to Professor Feast 
there would be only ono Gill Medal left. The Eon. Secretary was asked to 
write to the S.A.Mint confirming that they had the die and asking for the 
composition and cost of the medal.

11* Report 03° Council for year ending 1983 June .30
The Hon. Secretary was requested to compile the Annual Report in conjunction 
with Professor Fairall.

12. Wei: Council: 1983/84

As only sxifficient nominations had been received to' fill, positions on
the now Council it was agreed that the following office-bearers be
nominated and submitted to the AGM for election:
President: Professor-A.P.Fairall
Vice Presidents j Mi'. J. Vincent 9 Mr. J.Bondietti, Dr. G. ITicolson
Members: Professor-K.Feast, Mr. K.A.Gray, Mr. J.Hers, Mr. C.Turk
Hon. Secretary: Mr. H.E.Kxumm
Hon. Treasurer; Mr. F.N.G.Orpen
Business Manager: Mr. W.C.Bentley

13. Council Resolution:- Observing Seotion Reports
It was pointed out that Directors of Observing Sections were finding it 
difficult to prepare their Annual Reports in time for the Annual General 
Meeting. It was resolved that as from 1$84 these Reports shall cover the 
period extending from January 1 to December 31. In order to bring the new 
arrangement into line 5 Reports submitted at the 1984 AGM shall cover the 
period from July 1 to December 31? 1983- This resolution to be submitted 
at the 1983 AGM.

14. BAA _Jo ui'i '■ a I s
Mr. J. Spencer-Jones recommended that these journals should no^be bound.

15• Next Meeting; of Council. Agreed to hold it on 5 September 1983 at 20h0C
l^v Cl os in - The Chairman adjourned the meeting aV; 2®h2Q»
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EXPSDBITURti.
R *  C e

Subscription to "Sky & Telescope'* s
July 1902 to U 4  1933 (April) * 5946-52
Coot of production of KIIASSA;
Hay to October 19-52 132 5 -37

Exponditui-o in connection >7itli
Sales of Back lluubere of I&JA5SA 27-60
Expenditure in connection with
Sales of Sufnaary Volume of
RITAS SA (noo. Ir to Xv) 29 -15

Cost of production, of
Handbook for 1983 ■ 1669—50
Addressing "-. Eorr-pntch of
pub!ications ? July 1932 to
Kay 1933 278-30

Postage on publications (cuvrcnt) 1169—15

Poctavo on Back’ Jhvjfbers of H0ASSA. 5—54
Postage on and packaging of
Suranary Volumes of *I*I7„A«S.S*A* 38^66

Stationery and equipment 5—51
Postage* other than above 54—24

general Sales; Tax on "Sky ft Tele—
/scope” * July 1932 to Kay 1983 370-75
Inport Surcharge on above 436-75
Variable Star Charts .45-69
Insurance of effects and of
Society’s Teleoeopos ' 55—!;>5
Transferred to "Plusplan** A/cef
July and August 1932 , 5000-00
Bank charges 10>-»95
Credit Balance,at 13/6/1933 736-23

RECEIPTS »

Credit Balance B/Pvrd 1/7/1932
Subscriptions 0

Arrears 2£-75 
Current 9372—63 
Advance 372-5.1

Entranco Fees
Sale of U*IToA»Sc3*A.
Sale of reprints of fvrtiolos. 
in H#1J.A-.S.S.A.
Sale of I!U!T.A*S«S,A# Back Hoc-
Sales of Sucsary Voltunop KHASSA tSale of Handbooks
Receipts for postago and pack
aging of IHIASSA Suoa&ry Voluaes
Air postage paid by subscribers 
to Is.lI.A.S*S.A.
Sales of spare back numbers 
of "Sky ft Telescope"
Sales of miscellaneous Society 
Booklets-
Donat ions
Interest on Building Society 
Shares (Forbes Bequest)
lJre~*rata share of insurance of 
Society* n telescopes in 
possession of Centres.
Withdrawn' frora "Pluuplrxa" A/c • $ 
Beecmbor 1982 end February 
and Hay 1903
Cbasiission on invjar&s drafts 
and exchange grains

1 * «. c« 
63-03

1 0 2 7 1 - 9 4

2 3 0 -0 0

99&-12

25-00 
45-04 

404-02. 
421-40

33-35 

2 4 -2 1  

5 0 -6 0  

8 - 2 5

7~0I

27-75

> 3 5

4500-00

'33-43

K17346-54 E17346--54

K1000-00 is on Fixed Deposit i:ith the United Building Society at a rate of 3.2£.
The balance in the “Pltteplcsn" A/c« at date is R 2969-8 0«,
The balance in the McIntyre Auard Account is now R2950—009 of vMch R2000-00 is
0:1 Fixed Deposit viil\ the United Building Society at rates of 12:/j and Ip.’//"*
As soon as the total reaches R3000-00 (early' in July 19.33) a further K1000 will
bo pal cod on Fixed' Deposit > ■ t " P '  I ,

ro?<* r .


