
A S T R O N O M I C A L  S O C I E T Y  OF S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A  
M I N U T E S  OF T H E  M E E T I N G  OF C O U N C I L  
H e 1d on 2 0 0 0  S e p t e m b  er 5 at t h e  S A A 0

1.. P R E S E N T  ?
Dr A M ahomed, M i s s  P Booth, M e s s r s  G Bose 
F i e 1 d , C G r a y , M S o I1 y n s k i a n d C T u r k < i n

2. A P O L O G I E S  i
M e s s r s  P Van B1 o m m e s t e i n  and B S k i n n e r  and all out of T o w n  members,.

3. M I N U T E S  OF P R E V I O U S  M E E T I N G :

T h e  M i n u t e s  w h i c h  had been c i r c u l a t e d  prior to t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  
as a t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g  s u b j e c t  to o n e  m i nor 
change,. M C h r i s t i a n s o n  p r o p o s e d  and M S o l t y n s k i  s e c o n d e d  that t h e s e
be s i g n e d  by t h e  c h a i r m a n  as s o o n  as the o r i g i n a l  c o p y  in t h e

4. M A T T E R S  A R I S I N G  F R O M  T H E  MINUTES;

4- X A w a r d  C © r t i fi c a t e s :
((-'

In t h e  a b s e n c e  of Mr C Ri.jsdi.jk t h e r e  was. no r e p o r t . H e l d  over to next 
ffi 0 0 1- .l n q «

4. 2 I n t e r n e t W a b P a g e ;

M e s s r s  B o s c h  and S o l t y n s k i  r e p o r t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o g r e s s  and had a disc
a v a i l a b l e  for d i s p l a y  after t h e  m e e t i n g  on Mr D D u p r e s fs l a p t o p
c o m p u t e r „ C o u n c i 1 m e m b e r s w e r e p I e a s e d w i t h t h e r e s u 11 s a n d
a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  for m i s s i n g  email a d d r e s s e s  etc to b e  s u p p l i e d  to 
Mr B o s c h  for i n s e r t i o n  in t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  places. O n c e  t h e  p r o j e c t  is 
c o m p l e t e d ,  Mr S o l t y n s k i  will m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  wi t h  Dr L B a l o n a  for t h e  
p a g e  to be h o s t e d  b y  SAAO„

4.. 3 C o met 8* M e t e o r  S e c t i o n  M o n o g r a m ;

No r e p o r t  ba c k  available,. H e l d  over to next meeting. 

fj- 4 I m a g i n g  S e c t i o n  C o m p e t i t i o n ;

Mr D D u p r e s  r e p o r t e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  - o n l y  5 p i c t u r e s  had been 
r e c e i v e d  — and s u g g e s t e d  that it m a y  b e  better to p e r s u a d e  local C e n t r e s  
to h o l d  their own c o m p e t i t i o n s  to get m e m b e r s  into t h e  s w i n g  of things.
In t h e  past t h i s  h a s  w o r k e d  well in t h e  C a p e  w i t h  p r o b a b l y  a b out 70

e n t r i e s  from o n e  C e n t r e  alone. O n c e  s i m i l a r  in t e r e s t  h a s  be e n  
e n g e n d e r e d  in o ther areas, a S o c i e t y—wi d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  will b e  m o r e  
a c c e p t a b l e .  P e r h a p s  w i n n i n g  e n t r i e s  from C e n t r e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  c o u l d  
a u t o m a t i c a 1 1 y b e e n t e r e d f o r t h e S o c i e t y c o rn p e t i t i o n .

4. 4 S c h o 1 a r s h :i. p S u b C o m m i 11 e e -- rep o r t b a c k

Mr M S o l t y n s k i  laid b e f o r e  C o u n c i l  a w r i t t e n  p r o p o s a l  for a s c h o l a r s h i p  
w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  full s u p p o r t  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  on a p r o p o s i t i o n  by Mr M S o l t y n s k i  and s e c o n d e d  by Mr D 
D u p r e z :

Council r e s o l v e s  t o  set up a S c h o l a r s h i p  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
d o c u m e n t  p r e s e n t e d  to it, a c o p y  of w h i c h  is a p p e n d e d  to  t h e s e
m i n u t e s  and h a s  d e c i d e d  that; ^  

1) A s u i t a b l e  n o t i c e  in f o r m i n q  all m e m b e r s  be p u b l i s h e d  in
M N A S S A

2) T h e  r e l e v a n t  S u b - c o m m i t t e e  be a p p o i n t e d  by C o u n c i l  a n n u a l l y  
at its first m e e t i n g  after t h e  AGM



i T .

3 ) The T r e a s u r e r  be a u t h o r i s e d  to set a s i d e  t h e  s u m  of R 4 0 Q 0 0 . 0 0
for t h i s  p u r p o s e  /<>" ^  ^

4) That n a m e s  of r e c i p i e n t s  be p u b l i s h e d  in M N A S S A

T i m e  Sig n a l  p r o v i s i o n

T h e r e  was no f u r ther i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  Held over until next 
m e e t i  n q .

4.7 D a r k S k y S e c t i o n

Still a w a i t i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a Direc t o r ,  but Mr Tu r k  r e p o r t e d  that 
the Inter'nab ional D a r k  Sky A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  a d v i s e d  t h e y  intend to 
pub 1 ish ouv p r e s e n  t p r o g r e s s  wor 1 d—wi d e  as encouragernent to o t h e r s ..

4 . S B a n n e r s

T w o  C e n t r e s  C a p e  and Natal M i d l a n d s  — ha v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  w o u l d  like 
to h a v e  b a n n e r s  to d i s p l a y 7

L a p e 1 B a d g e s

T h e s e  h a v e  been r e c e i v e d  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  h a s  started. If C e n t r <
m e m b e r  s w h o  are not Full m e m b e r s  of t h e  S o c l e t y  w o u l d  1 ike a b a d g e  
c H B  order t h e m  a t a c cst inc j. udincj p o s t a g e  of K i 5» OU ea c h  from tne 
Me m b e r s h i p  S e c r e t a r y .

4. 10 S o 1 a r S e c t i o n D i r e c t o r

No p r o p o’asl i bo T ill 'bHis- posu hi-sw© v 0 t r gc s i vGd
next meeting,.

He l d  over to

5. F I N A N C E

T h e  T r e a s u r e r  , Mr C ID G r a y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  u n a u d i t e d  a c c o u n t s  up to the 
end of J u n e  and w a s  t h a n k e d  for all h i s  efforts. The S o c i e t y  has 
c l e a r l y  t u r n e d  t h e  c o r n e r  f i n a n c i a l l y  and C o u ncil l o o k s  f o r w a r d  to 
c on s i d er ab 1 e p r o g r e s s  x n t !ie t u  t u r e »

£. N E W  M E M B E R S

T w o  n e w  m e m b e r s  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  s u b j e c t  to their n a m e s  a p p e a r i n g  in MNASsibA 
a p r o p o s a l  by Dr A M a h o m e d  s e c o n d e d  by M i s s  P B o o t h

/  » ■CORRESPONDENCE

In t h e  a b s e n c e  of t h e  Hon Secr etar y d u e  to sic !■::n e s s , ther e w a s  no 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o t her than that a l r e a d y  on the a g e n d a  u n der Ge n e r a l .  It
w a s  h o w e v e r  n o t e d  that t h i s  w a s  t h e  first m e e t i n g  w h i c h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
had m i s s e d  s i nc e t ak i ng o f f i c e i n .1932.

8. G E N E R A L  "

8.1 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  as far as p o s s i b l e  for A l t e r n a t e s  for
out of to w n  m e m b e r s  of Council, but t h i s  c o u l d  not be fully c o m p l e t e d .  
Mr D u p r e z  i n d i c a t e d  he did not w i s h  to c o n t i n u e  as an a l t e r n a t e  and as 
t h e r e  a r e  n o w  m o r e  out of town mem b e r s ,  s o m e  m o r e  a l t e r n a t e s  must be 
found. A l r e a d y  we h a v e  t h r e e  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  a c t i n g  for o t h e r s  for 
w h o m  n e w  a l t e r n a t e s  s h o u l d  be found. A list of C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  and 
A l t e r n a t e s  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  is a p p e n d e d  to t h e s e  m inutes.

8 . 2 O v e r s e a s  Visit o r s :

O v e r s e a s  v i s i t o r s  for a s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n  are e x p e c t e d  to visit 
J o h a n n e s b u r g  and C a p e  Town d u r i n g  N o v e m b e r  and C o u n c i l  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  to 
t r y  to  find f u n d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  p l u s  a r r a n g e  for t h e m  t o  p r e s e n t  
“e d u c a t i o n a l "  talks. It w a s  d e c i d e d  to refer t h i s  t o  S A A O ' s  E d u c a t i o n  
Officer, Mr C Ri.jsdi.jk, and to Pr o f  A F a i rall of U C T  and the



7. C O R R E S P O N D E N C E
.if

In the a b s e n c e  of t h e  Hon S e c r e t a r y  d u e  to  s i c k n e s s ,  t h e r e  w a s  no 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o t her t h a n  that a l r e a d y  on t h e  a g e n d a  u n der Ge n e r a l .  It
w a s  h o w e v e r  n o t e d  that t h i s  w a s  t h e  first m e e t i n g  w h i c h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
had m i s s e d  s i n c e  t a k i n g  o f f i c e  in 1392.

S . G E N E R A L

3.1 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  as far as  p o s s i b l e  for A l t e r n a t e s  for
out of t o w n  m e m b e r s  of C ouncil, but t h i s  c o u l d  not b e  f u lly c o m p l e t e d .
Mr D u p r e s  i n d i c a t e d  he did not w i s h  to c o n t i n u e  as an a l t e r n a t e  and as
t h e r e  are now m o r e  out of town m e m b e r s , s o m e  m o r e  a 11 e r n a t e s  must be
f o u n d  . A 1 r e a d y  we h a v e  t hr ee Counc i 1 m e m b e r  s a.c t i ng f or o t her s f or
w h o m  n e w  a l t e r n a t e s  s h o u l d  be found. A list of C o u ncil M e m b e r s  and
A l t e r n a t e s  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  is a p p e n d e d  t o  t h e s e  m inutes.

3. 2 Over s e  as Vi si t or ss

O v e r s e a s  v i s i t o r s  for a special f u n c t i o n  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to v i s i t
J o h a n n e s b u r g a n d C a p e T o w n d u r i n g M o v e m b e r a n d C o u n c i 1 w a s r e q u e s t e d t o
t r y  to find f u n d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  p l u s  a r r a n g e  for t h e m  to p r e s e n t
e d u c a t i o n a l ' 1 talks. It w a s  d e c i d e d  to r e fer t h i s  to  S A A O fs E d u c a t i o n  

Of f i c e r ,  Mr C Ri.jsdi.jk, and to Prof A Fair all of U C T  and the.
PI a n e t a r i u m .
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