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1*̂ .1? •ii* ~ iiE. tf.l - d-d.lands Con erg 
Chair'-mn's xceport 1 9 8 1 1.

On behalf of the Committee, it gives me pleasure to report on the 
activities of the Centre during the oas year.
-vc the outset I oust say tha ray term of office as Chairman of Ml 
the Centre has been most enjoyable, primarily as a result of the 
untiring efforts and co-operstion of the Secre fcary, . .r. Chris 
lake, the treasurer, krs Sheila Dale, the librarian, ,-ir. Paul 
Velch, and also r:r. Bob Hull o has recently moved back to
-Teener pas cures in Zimbabwe. -• sinceresi, thanks r > 'o to them I
oil, and it is with regret that I am unable to offer ray 1

services as a Conmi ttee member again due to the uncertainty of 
ray movements during the coming year,
..'here have been 11 regular meetings during the past year cover
ing a widg range of topics and activities. Thanks go to the 
speakers who have participated, especially to Hr. Andrew Cray, 
President of ASSa ,  and Mr, Kay Field from the K'a tal Centre in 
Durban# The Corami€tee has however, been hard pressed at times 
to find speakers and/or topics of interest, and I must appeal

[
to members of the Centre for helpful suggestions in this regard, 
the Committee has avoided the planning of formal viewing even
ings, although we had a very enjoyable session st shburton in 
early June. Despite the fact th-:-: the weaCier is so often
a pains:- us in this part of the world, I personally have doubts 
as to the benefits of 'en-masse* viewing, and would racher see 
this a.c -ivity confined mainly to small groups consisting of 
members who live in the same neighbourhood, and would like to 
remind members tha ; the Centre does possess a 6" reflector which 1 

is available to all. Lack of formal viewing has not, however,
orevented us from learning more about our wonderful skies, thankq

Ito the excellent series of well nlanned and illustrated talks 
that Mrs Sheila Dale has given us. I ’m sure we are all most 
.grateful to her for the time and effort she has put into these, 
the slides she has used have mostly been kindly loaned to us 
by Dr. Geoff Prosser, but I would like see the Centre aiming i a m  

towards owning a collection of good slides which can. be used for



^5^ji«3.r talks in the future, and also he available for the use 
of ,"11 members.
Jhe Committee's main objectives this year have been to improve 
the regular attendance at meetings and to increase membership 
by publicizing the existence and activities of the Centre. to 
this end, we have held".meetings on a set evening each .ionoh, 
sought for and found a central venue sui .able for neetings rather 
than gathering at members homes, notified the local Press of 
each meeting, arranged for a display at the its.a I Society Library 
and given talks to schools, church groups, youth groups and 
service organise.tions. The results thus far have been modest but 
rewarding, and I feel tha t these activities must continue as I ’m 
sure there are still plenty of interested people out there who 
don't know v/e exist, especially after w<? ;ching Cosmos. In part- 
icular, it is pleasing to note the growing interest amongst 
youngsters at the Senior Primary level, and wonder if the time 
is not fast approaching when we should consider starring a Junior 
Section of the Cen ‘.re.
bus to a small accumulation of funds, we have beer. •-ble to have 
all :he remaining volumes of Sky and telescope decently bound so 
that with, the exception of the lamest volume, our library now 
has a full set dating beck o  1 ' " ' } .  I  would like to encourage 
all members to make use of ;:] me, especia" l y  those who have 
recently joined the Cen re,
It wos with some degree of horror that the Committee realised 
during the year that the Centre die1 not appear to h~ve an approved 
Constitution, even though attempts had been made to draw one up 
some 7 years ago. Therefore, the Committee set about the task of 
correcting this ra cher serious situation, the results of which are 
presented for your approval this evening.
Our links with the Patal Centre remain strong, and we are also 
sending Police j apers to all the other Centres of PS 1 . On the 
international scene, ,:r Chris Lake is now receiving ccomprehensive 
computerised da c p  from the U.S.. . on sny occulta tions due to take 
place in the Pietermaritzburg district. Unfortunately attempts 
to observe and/or measure any occulta ions have again been 
thwarted by bad wea cher, gr Chris Lake was also fortunate enough



The Astronomical Society Of Southern Africa 
Natal Midland Centre

Income And Expenditure Account 
For She Year Ended 30th June 1981

Income
Subscriptions 101,50
Sale of Books 1,20
Balance as at 30-6-80 , 130,34

233,64

Expenditure
Stationary 3-5,64
Photostats 2y10
Stamps 17,45
Phone Galls 50
Insurance on Telescopes 13,06
Subsciption to A.S.S.A. 17,93
Donation to Xmas Party 8,00
Binding of Sky and Telescope 85,80
Tea 80
Gash in Hand 72,36

233,64


