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27-inch Lamont Refractor  - University of Michigan
Naval Hill, Bloemfontein   1928-1975
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Michiga
n Bloemfontein

The Lamont Refractor 2005 2006

Michigan Bloemfontein
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Project 27 - the dream

• The Lamont refractor once again sees starlight.

• Educational/public outreach telescope at Boyden 
Science Centre.

• Largest public telescope in Southern Africa.

• Largest refractor in the Southern hemisphere.
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2005Original home is now the Observatory Theatre
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• Project 27 - a practical plan -

– Mount telescope in fixed position at Boyden 
(examples of mounting possibilities follow).

– Series of movable mirrors to direct starlight to 
lens.

– Optimized for viewing of Moon and planets.

– Capable of remote operation.
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From the book Unusual Telescopes
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From
 the book U

nusual Telescopes
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From
 the book U

nusual Telescopes
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John Briggs (USA)
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John’s recent acquisition – Group 128 siderostat



2006 Sept 29 P. Seitzer - 7th ASSA 12
Bloemfontein -->
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+ +

Project 27 - the dream

At Boyden Science Centre for educational use.


