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.Houghton Esq.,
Citron* Soo* of S«Africa,

Capa Town*

Lr Ur Houghton, ’ L

( I oannot thank you su f f ic ie n tly  fo r  a l l  the kindness and considers- I 
Ion I received at your hands when I gave my Address a t the end of la s t  
with* Let me only say they were appreciated  by me.
j I have also to  thank you fo r  your l e t t e r  of the 28th June and fe e l

ptefttl to the Committee fo r th e ir  ac tion  over the cost of the wasted 
jpn.
| Mr Long was good enough to  accept my suggestion th a t he should 

ipoie a resolution and asked me to  d ra f t one fo r h is  consideration and 
■dance. I have accordingly done so and enclose i t .  I f  1 send i t  to  you 
fee io partly because I  am not sure of h is  address. W ill you please be 
■ good as to le t  him have i t  a t  your convenience. I  fe e l ra th e r  strongly 
i this subject as you may in fe r ,  lly idea is  th a t the National Committee ! 
ftuld be controlled by the A str. Soo., outside members should be co-opted
fthns the M inister fo r the In te r io r  might be one or he should nominate
§ to serve fo r one or three years - the President of the R.S. and the 
Ksident of the S.A.A.A.S. should each a lso  appoint a member which member ‘ 
p t  be themselves. The Union Astronomer and perhaps the D irecto r of the 
idetic Survey should also hold o ffice  ex -o fflc le  -  and the number might 
■brought up yo 9 by se lec tion  from and by your Committee. These are 
fy uggestions.
I The main th ing is  to  form a re a l liv e  National Committee which sha ll 
le the true In te re s t of Astronomy at h eart and be su ff ic ie n tly  ln fluen- 
il to carry weight with the Gevemment i f  necessity  should a r is e .
| I t  would be well to  t r y  and f ix  the dates upon which the Committee 
kid meet, perhaps ene date a year o b lig a to rily  and others i f  necessary 
l i t  thou Id he an understood th ing  th a t the Onion A str. should present 
Report er even be charged with drawing up tk e 're p o rt of the Committee 
pually.

I have in  my mind a so rt ef Beard of V isito rs  - modified to  f a l l  in  
Ik he notions s f  the Union.

I would e l to lik e  to  see H.M .Astronomer en the S .A.Nat .Art .Com. and 
leurtesy member, e n title d  (and inv ited) to  take p a rt in  our de libera
t e  but not e n title d  to  vote -  th is  fo r obvious reasons.

I am afra id  th a t I  am asking ra th e r a l e t  from Mr Long and yourself 
and also the Committee of the S.A.Astr.Soo. -  but aa I  have already said 
Tael somewhat strongly en the subject and de wish to  avoid astronomical 
trsgresslon in  S.A frica. So please excuse i f  possib le my verbosity  and 
pin thanking you and with every good wish

I remain, a te . $
(Sd) R.T.A.Innea.

I j
closure
■am ■ nat (11 That in the opinion ef  this Cammittaa- ■



I to serve for one or throe years - the President or »nw «.o* 
liident of the S.A.A.A.S. should each a lto  appoint a member which member 
ght be theme el re •. The Union Aatronomer and perhaps the D irecto r of the 
pdotlc Survey should also hold office ex-offiel© -  and the number might '■ 
!brought up to 9 by selection from and by your Committee. These are 
17 suggestions.
I The main thing Is to form a rea l live  National Committee which sh a ll 
re the true Interest ef Astronomy at heart and be su ffIc le n tly  In f luen- 
pl to ctrry weight with the Government I f  necessity  should a r is e .
| It would be wall to try  and fix  ths datea upon which ths Committee 
mid meet» perhaps sns data a year obi 1 gat or1 It and others If necessary 
d it diould bs an undsrstood thing that the Union A str. should presen t 
report or even bs charged with drawing up tlse 'report of the Committee
Dually.
I I have in my mind a sort ef Board of V isitors - modified to  f a l l  in  
th the notions sf the Union.
| I would elso like to see H.M.Astronomer on the S.A.Nat.Aet.Com. and 
courtesy member» entitled (and invited) to  take part In our d e lib e ra 
te  but not entitled to vote - th is  fo r obvious reasons.
| I am afraid that I am asking rather a lo t from Mr Long and y o u rse lf  
and alio the Committee of the S.A.Astr.Soc. -  but as I have already sa id  
[feel somewhat strongly en the subject and do wish to  avoid astronom ical j 
itpfgreaaion in S.Africa. So please excuse i f  possible my verbosity  and j 
pin thanking you and with every good wish 

I remain» e tc .
(Sd) R.T.A.Innes.

icloeure
Long moves: (1) That In the opinion of th is  Committee» a South A frican
national Astronomical Committee should be formed as an in te g ra l p a r t of! I 
the International Astronomical Union» and recommends the form ation of [/ 
such a Committee to the Honble. the Minister for the In te r io r .

(2) I t  further suggests that ths personnel of th is  Commit
tee should be conttftuta^as follows :-

(!) The Minister for the In terior or a person appointed by him.
(11) The President ef the Royal Soc. of S.A. and of the S*Afr.

Assoc, for the Adv. of Science or persons appointed bv him. (lii) The Union Astronomer and the D irector or the Geodetic* Survey 
ex-officio.

(lv) Four persons to be appointed by the Committee of the A str.
Soo. of S.A*

(3) This Conmlttee notes with sa tis fa c tio n  th a t the  Un.
Govt .is alreedy an adherent to the In t .Astr .Union.


