
High''Commissi o n e r 's  O ffic e ,
* 'Óajia Town, ........

111th November 1924

K f  Wov i9

Dear Mr Spencer Jon es »
T have re c e iv e d  your l e t t e r  o f  the 8th Noveniber 

and the d r a f t  rat o r t  on the proposed form ation  o f  a Nation
a l  Committee in .A stronom y* The fo llo w in g  po in ts have 
occurred  to  me:»

Although the Union Government i s  the adhering organ
i s a t io n  in  South A fr ic a  i t  has no con tro l over the noyal 
O bservatory  nor the fu tu re  American O b serv ato rie s* In 
c o o rd in a tin g  a stro n o m ica l work in South A fr ic a  i s  i t  intended] 
t h a t  the South A fr ic an  N atio n a l Committee should adv ise  the | 
Unl<n Government a s  reg a rd s the union O bservatory, and a lso  J 
H*M«Government and th e American u n iv e r s it ie s  as regard s 
th e ir  r e sp e c t iv e  O b serv a to r ie s in South A fr ic a  ? .  I take 
i t  th a t  any e x i s t in g  cooperation  between the union and 
xioyal O b serv a to r ie s i s  more or l e s s  i n o f f i c i a l .  Does the | 

, noyal O bservatory  now come under the purview o f the E n glish  | 
N a tio n a l Committee ? I t  seems th a t the South A frican  
Committee sh ou ld  be on a geo grap h ica l ra th er  than on a 
p o l i t i c a l  b a s i s  • and should  have power to support an a r r lic a r  
t io n  to  Ë.M «Government by H*M«Astronomer fo r  a s s is ta n c e  
in  any ’I n te rn a t io n a l r r o je c t *  Thus any su ggestion s fo r 
c o o re ra t io n  or e f f o r t  in  any p a r t ic u la r  d ire c t io n  put fo r 
ward by one o f  the O b serv atorie s in  South A fr ic a  would, i f  

v a c c e p te d  by the N atio n a l Committee, be brought to the n otice  
o f  the Governing A u th o r it ie s  o f  the four O bservatories fo r 

h-z/l- fav o u rab le  c o n sid e ra t io n .
I agree  th a t  ^ í.M«Astronomer should be a member o f  the * 

^ ^ ‘Committee e x - o f f io id ,  and I su gg e st th a t  the American Vt
s a r v a to r ie s  in  Sodth A fr ic a  should Ja.ch send a  rep resen t-  j 

«4.Í va. I f  mv of -the South African dnivera ities are in te r * *


