
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OP SOUTHERN AFRICA

M inutes o f  C ouncil Meeting h e ld  a t  the  Royal O bservato iy  on Monday 
22nd January  1962. a t  8 .00  p.m .

An apology f o r  absence had been re c e iv e d  from Mr. Churns.

P re s e n t:  Mr. Smits ( in  the  C hair ) D rs. S toy, Evans, Cousins Fuhr,
M essrs Orpen, Krumm, Raphaely, B o n d ie t t i ,  Meadows, Russo and the  Hon, 
S e c re ta ry ,

The Minutes o f  C ouncil M eeting h e ld  on th e  3 0 th  O ctober 1 961 were 
read  and confirm ed.

The F in a n c ia l S ta tem en t, p re se n te d  and read  by Mr. Orpen, was as 
fo llo w s:

F in a n c ia l  S tatem ent
E xpenditure R. c

S u b sc rip tio n  to  "Sky and 
T e lescope"fo r p e rio d  A p ril 
to  December 1961 567 79
Cost o f  p ro d u c tio n  o f 
MNASSA, Ju ly  to  December 
1961 and o f Handbook 225 89
Postage on and wrapping 
and despatch  o f MNASSA, 
Handbook and "Sky and 
T elescope", Ju ly  to  
December 1961 57 00

S ta tio n e ry 12 70
P ostage, o th e r  than  above 7 50
Essay Com petition p r iz e s 12 00
Addressograph p la te s 2 77
Purchase o f  D u p lica to r 264 00
Bank Charges 5 36
C red it Balance a t  22/1/62 261 60

R1416 91

R eceip ts R. c
C re d it Balance a t  1/7/61 46 13
S u b sc rip tio n s  

A rrea rs  29 75 
C urrent 1248 50 
Advance 22 20 1300 45

E ntrance Fees 40 50
S ale  oi back and e x tr a
numbers o f  "Sky and 
Telescope 2 10
Sale o f MNASSA 13 85
Sale o f  Handbooks 0 20
Sale o f  b o o k le ts  by Mr. 
Donald M cIntyre 0 85
D onations 3 64
I n te r e s t  on B u ild in g  
S ociety  sh ares 5 75
Commission on Cheques 2 24

R1416 91

The above sta tem en t f o r  p re s e n ta t io n  a t  C ouncil M eeting h e ld  on 22nd 
January , 1962, I t  should  be n o ted  th a t ,  in  a d d itio n  to  th e  c r e d i t  
Balance shown, an amount o f  R200 00 i s  h e ld  on f ix e d  d ep o sit by th e  
S tandard  Bank, A.B.C. Branch, Cape Town, and th a t  the  Forbes B equest o f  
R200 00 i s  in v e s te d  in  B u ild in g  S oc ie ty  sh ares  on which the  r a t e  o f  
i n te r e s t  i s  now 6?c.

G a rre tt  Orpen 
Hon. T re a su re r .

Dr Stoy re p o rte d  th a t  a D u p lica to r had been bought f o r  the  S ocie ty  
to  rep lace  one which was the  p ro p e rty  o f  D r. S toy . A vo te  o f  thanks to  
Dr. Stoy f o r  th e  use o f h is  D u p lica to r in  p a s t  y e a rs , p roposed  by Dr. 
Evans and seconded by Mr. Krumm, was p a ssed .

I t  was ag reed  th a t  th e  200 Rand on F ixed  D eposit be w ithdraw n and 
t r a n s fe r re d  to  the  C urrent Account in  March.

The F in a n c ia l  Report was adopted , moved by D r. Evans seconded by Mr. 
Meadows.



ill.-. Raphaely moved, seconded by D r. Stoy, th a t  th e  S o c ie ty 's  equ ip ­
ment and s ta t io n e ry  a t  th e  O bservatory be in su re d  f o r  £00 Rand a g a in s t 
f i r e .  T his was passed  by th e  m eetin g . LtJUCu-c* -*-<

*• A/C
Proposed Dr. Evans, seconded by Dr. S toy.

(1) That the d is tr ib u tio n  l i s t  o f  MNASSA be reviewed so as to  co n v ert 
as  many as p o ss ib le  in to  paying custom ers.

(2) That th e  c o s t o f  p ro duction  o f  MNASSA be review ed to  e s ta b l is h  a  
b o o k s e l le r 's  p r ic e  to  show a p r o f i t  to  the S o c ie ty , and th a t  
t h i s  p r ic e  be charged  from 1 s t  January  1963 and th a t  b o o k se lle rs  
be n o t i f i e d  in  advance.

A committee to implement the  above r e s o lu t io n s  was form ed, c o n s is tin g  
o f  D rs. Stoy, Evans, M essrs Krumm, Smits and the Hon. S e c re ta ry , to meet 
on S aturday  February 3 1962 a t  10Jf5 a.m .

D r. Evans p roposed , seconded by Mr. Orpen, th a t  th e  i n t e r e s t  on th e  
Forbes B equest be used  f o r  p r iz e s  f o r  th e  Essay C om petition , which i s  to  
be known as th e  Forbes Essay C om petition . This was p a ssed  by th e  m eetin g .

I t  was ag reed  th a t  p r iz e s  f o r  essay s  be awarded on ly  i f  th e  essay s  
a re  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w o rth .

To meet th e  requ irem en ts o f  ov erseas  members. C ouncil was asked to  . ' 
co n s id e r a l t e r in g  th e  C o n s ti tu tio n  to  a llow  f o r  a new ca teg o ry  o f ’ 
membership, w ith  the  p robab le  t i t l e  o f  Corresponding A ss o c ia te .

The fo llo w in g  whose names have appeared  in  the  Monthly N otes were 
d e c la re d  e le c te d  as  Members:

Mr. R. J .  S. L e ib b ran d t, 'F i r  Home', C en tra l D rive, Camps Bay, Cape.
Mr. B . Abrahams, K loof Pharmacy, 17a K loof Nek Road, Tamboers K loof,

Cape Town.
Mr. R. L. Caro, 30 A thol Road, E lto /  H i l l ,  Johannesburg .
Mr. R. F . Horn, 1 Lenmar Court, S t . James S tree t, Vredehoek, Cape Town.

The fo llo w in g  were e le c te d  Members su b je c t to  t h e i r  names appearing  
in  the  Monthly N otes and no o b je c t io n  b e in g  re c e iv e d  w ith in  one ironth:

Mr. M. H. R. King, No 3 Menin Avenue, Newlands, Cape.
Mr. W. B. 'T est, 5 G ladstone S tr e e t ,  Cape Town.

A l e t t e r  re c e iv e d  by the  Hon. S ec re ta ry  from D r. 17. S. F in sen , 
d a ted  7 th  November 1961 was read  to  the  m eeting .

D r. F insen  ag reed  to  have D r. Fuhr as h is  A lternate on th e  C ouncil, 
b u t d ep reca ted  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  having as  many a s  e ig h t  a l t e r n a t e s  to  
re p re se n t up -co u n try  members o f  C ouncil.

In a l e t t e r  dated 6 January  re c e iv e d  from Mr. V enter, re ad  by th e  
Hon. S e c re ta ry , th e  d isappearance  o f  th e  M eteor S ec tio n  was a shock to  
th e  w r i t e r .  Mr. V en ter would l ik e  an Observing S ec tio n  s t a r t e d ,  f o r  
o b serv ing  Comets and M eteors. Mr. B ennett o f  P r e to r ia  and Mr. V en ter 
had been doing a l i t t l e  on Comets in  th e  p a s t  y e a r s .

The Hon. S e c re ta ry  was asked to  inform  Mr. V en ter th a t  C ouncil 
would be p leased  i f  Mr. B ennett o r Mr. V enter would undertake to  be 
D ire c to r  o f  a  Comet and Meteor S e c tio n .

A sub-com m ittee c o n s is tin g  o f  D rs. Stoy, Evans, Messrs Meadows and 
Mr. Sm its, was form ed, to  meet on S aturday , 3 rd  February , to  ex p lo re  the  
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a g a th e r in g  o f  Astronomers to  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  South 
A frican  A sso c ia tio n  f o r  the  Advancement o f  Science conference in  J u ly .

Mr. B o n d ie t t i  s a id  he would r e c r u i t  th re e  o r  fo u r  people to  h e lp  
w ith  the  Handbook computing f o r  1963, w ith  the  a s s is ta n c e  o f  D r. Fuhr, 
under the  d i r e c t io n  o f  Dr. Evans.

The nex t C ouncil M eeting shou ld  be in  the  
The m eeting ended a t  11 .00  p.m .

f i r s t  week o f  March.

A. Menzies 
Hon. S ec re ta ry


