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Events of the
time

Robert Peary Reached
the North Pole in
1909




Events of the

Scott was anchored in Cape Town in June 1910 in his attem
Pole first, but was beaten to the goal by Roald Amundsen i




Events of the time

Machu Picchu was discovered by Hiram Bingham in July 1911



Events of the time

Titanic in April 1912



South
Africa

1910: Union of South
Africa

1912: African National
Congress

1914: National Party




Emancipation
of Women

In 1912, in Cape Town,
female property owners
were given the right to
vote in Municipal
matters.
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Cape

~ “A meeting of those in
astronomy, with a
of a local Astronomi
held in the room:

Photographic Soci
this

- Source: Cape Tim




Old Town H

Source: Hans Fransen; A Cape Camera, The
Architectural Beauty of the Old Cape.
Photographs from the Arthur Elliott Collection
in the Cape Archives.
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A Glossop
Ellen Smith
Messrs | W Copenhagen

JASSA v2n4_154
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Professional and
Amateur
Astronomers

A feature of Astronomical
Societies in South Africa has
always been that there is
close co-operation between
Professional and Amateur
Astronomers.

The meeting was adjourned in
order to invite the staff of the
Royal Observatory to join.

Source: S.A.A.O. Archive; Royal Observatory
Cape of Good Hope; S — Societies; 1907 —
1928, 00laa
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- Honorary
- President:
S. S. Hough

Source Letter: S.A.A.O. Archive; Royal
Observatory Cape of Good Hope; S —
Societies; 1907 — 1928, 002 / Source Photo:
S S Hough (Source: JASSA1923, Vol.1 No2,
P.1.) (Auke 1923-J-1-2-1)
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The roll of foundation members and the
positions elected:

*  Hon. President: Mr. S.S. Hough - His Majesty's
Astronomer.

*  President: Dr. J.K.E. Halm.
Vice-Presidents: Dr. S.J. Lunt and Senator A.W. Roberts.
* Secretary and treasurer: Mr. J.F. Skjellerup.

*  Committee: Mr. S.A. Davies, A.\W. Long, D. Gordon Mills
and W. Reid.

* Miss A. Glossop, H. Long and E. Smith; Mr. W.H. Cox,
R.T. King, A. Milne, A. Pilling, E.J. Steer, S. Sangster,
H.W. Schonegevel and J. Williams.

* Source: ASHORT HISTORY OF THE CAPE
CENTRE, Researched by Audrey Joubert;
Houghton; JASSA v2n4_153; Constitution

of A.S.S.A. (19217?), p.1. Source: S.A.A.O.

Archive; Royal Observatory Cape of Good
Hope; S — Societies; 1907 — 1928.)
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Inauguratio
Decembe

The meeting was pres
Hon. President, S.S.
Inaugural lecture del
Halm on Spectroscor
illustrated by lante

‘There were forty t






Hw ‘ ne of the founder
‘ embers, Mr. A.W.
\\HHH contributed a
~ monthly column to the
C ape Times Newspaper
astronomy.
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Observing Sections

COMET SECTION VARIABLE STAR SECTION

(METEOR)

[
B

Figure 1. Frank Skjellerup (1875-1952) as a
young man (Orchiston Collection).

The accounts by Long and Smits refer to
“Meteor Section”. In the annual reports
contained in the circulars the section is
called the “Comet Section” and the
information are or comets that was
observed, no meteors.
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The Great War:
1914 - 1918
‘The War temporarily

brought the activities of the
CAA to a halt.

ource: Photos f the Great War
ttp://www.gwpda.org/photos/c
permine/displayimage.php?
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Reconvening the

Sometime in 1916 a meeting was
the society back on its feet. The
background about this. We do

* The first meeting was at the Y
later to become offices of Eas
Company

* We know that Mr. Alfred Bull v

At a Special Meeting in Aug
hold the Annual General |
ch year. We know that |

e Town Gallery

in Adderley

Sources: YMCA (JASSA v2n4 _157) / Bull
(JASSA v2n5 237-238)/ AGM
(JASSA _v2n4_158)
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f the circulars contained
ing talk that were

ed to the Association.

he circulars were
the AGM'’s.




Spanish Flu:
Influenza

+ 6 000 people died in
Cape Town in two weeks
- September 1918.
:During this time the
Comet section made no
observations because
Reid was quite ill.

‘Hon. President Hough's
wife died as a result of
the epidemic.

Source: 6000 weeks (Uys, p.68) / Reid
(CAA _C4 5-6) / Hough ( JASSA v1n2_ 28)
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Events of the time

In 1919 Arthur Eddington verified Albert Einstein theory by
observing the position of stars during a solar eclipse. The
Circulars never mention anything of this great event.
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Discoveries by the
the CAA

- 8 June 1918: Nova star discove
Watson of Beaufort West. |
Dr Anderson of Edinburgh

* 11 June 1918: Comet disc

8 18 Dec 1919: Cometialian
Skjellerup ”

* 11 Dec 1920: Comet di

Skjellerup

13 March 1921: Co

Reid.

Sources: Nova (CAA _C2-1)/ Comet Reid 1918
(CAA _C4 6)/ Comet Skjellerup 1919
(CAA_C6-5)/ Comet Skjellerup 1920
(CAA_C8-6)/ Comet Reid 1921 (CAA _C8 6)



Johannesburg
Assoc

A second astronomic
‘\

was formed

In 1917 Theodore M
Johannesburg.

With the goodwill
similar Associatio



Johannesburg
Astronomical
Association

The founding meeting of
the Johannesburg
Astronomical
Association (JAA) was
held on 28 February
1918 with R.T.A. Innes,
Union Astronomer as
President.




* A letter was drafted by th
at a meeting of the JAA o
suggesting that the two
merge into a new Societ

12 July 1922: Special
proposal to amalgama
Johannesburg Astrono
~and form ASSA (acc
chonegevel)

1922 is gi

Letter CAA to JAA (LongJASSA v2n4 164-16)
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stronomical S

President: Mr. S.S. Ho
Astronomer. i

Vice-Presidents: Dr. |
A.W. Roberts and Mr.

Secretary: Mr. T. Mac
llii€asurer: Mr. Jirgs

Members of Cou







