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The Royal Observatory at the Cape of Good Hope
● Established in 1820.
● The first permanent astronomical observatory in the southern hemisphere.



Current ideas/plans for the bicentenary.
● National Heritage Status
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Current ideas/plans for the bicentenary.
● Repair and regular maintenance of historical buildings and telescopes.

○ Prioritise and budget for this.
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● Establishment of a dedicated Visitors Centre in Cape Town.





Current ideas/plans for the bicentenary.
● Establishment of a dedicated Visitors Centre in Cape Town.

○ Updating of the Museum.
○ Daily Open hours and tours
○ New visitors centre in the Resource Centre

■ Updated Multimedia
■ Indigenous Knowledge Systems, Oral Histories
■ Astronomy/Science displays
■ Engineering demonstrations.

○ Cafe/Red Bus Tour?



Current ideas/plans for the bicentenary.
● Organise a large public event at the Cape Town site in October 2020.
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● Organise a large public event at the Cape Town site in October 2020.

○ Displays by SAAO, SALT, SKA, SARAO, ASSA, CfAH and every other acronym.
■ Models of telescopes.

○ Iziko, Cape Town Science Centre, Universities, ScopeX
○ Optical and Radio telescopes set up, day and night.
○ Public presentations and shows.
○ Competitions and giveaways.
○ Possibly make it an annual event.
○ October?



Current ideas/plans for the bicentenary.
● Organise an international conference.

○ Topic?
■ History?
■ Look forward!



NRAO/SARAO MAPPP 
NINE Program
● National Radio Astronomy 

Observatory (USA)
● South African Radio Astronomy 

Observatory
● Multi-wavelength Astronomy 

Public Participation Program
● National and International 

Non-Traditional Exchange



NRAO/SARAO MAPPP NINE Program
● Public Engagement of Astronomy in South Africa.
● Proposal and Project Management Training
● 12 “Disruptive” Projects

○ R250 000 funding
○ At least 3 science centres
○ Implemented within 3 months



Your Ideas?

daniel@saao.ac.za


