
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is here ï welcome to the 4th Edition of the ASSA Observing 
Section Quarterly 

The 4th edition of the Southern Skies Quarterly was made possible with observations and images 
submitted during the last 3ς4-month period.  One of the highlights of this period was the total Lunar 
eclipse that took place on the morning of 16th May 2022. Whilst parts of the country were clouded 
out, some people had the opportunity to observe and capture the event photographically.  In addition, 
the comet C/2017 K2 (PanSTARRS) made an appearance and will be visible for a few more months. 

 

This beautiful scene was captured by Gary Deacon from the Western Cape.  Besides the eclipsed moon, the 
constellation Scorpius is clearly visible above it.  What a stunning sight! 
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A reminder on the approach and how to contribute 

Every 3-4 months the Quarterly will be published on the ASSA website and shared on various social 
media platforms.  Members of ASSA and the general public can submit written observations, images, 
stories and questions by sending them to: Observing@assa.saao.ac.za  They may then appear 
in future editions of this publication.  There will also be fun competitions from time to time, reviews 
on telescopes (and other astronomy gear) and public events. 

Please visit the ASSA website https://assa.saao.ac.za/ to learn more about the society.  More 
specifically, pay a visit to the observing section https://assa.saao.ac.za/how-to-observe/ to discover 
how to observe the various wonders in our skies. 

 

Comet C/2017 K2 (PanSTARRS) imaged by Angus Burns on the 14th July 2022 as it made its closest 
approach to Earth with the nearby globular cluster M10 visible in the image.  According to Tim Cooper 
ό!{{!Ωǎ Comet, Asteroid and Meteor (CAM) Section lead), the comet will reach perihelion on 19th 
December 2022.  Please click on this link to learn more about the comet and also the upcoming late 
July / early August Meteor showers: ASSA CAMnotes 2022 Number 2 (saao.ac.za) and see below for 
further images of the comet from around South Africa. 

Please note that Tim heads up the Comet, Asteroid and Meteor (CAM) Section for ASSA.   You can visit 
the newly updated page and section notes at:  

https://assa.saao.ac.za/sections/comet-asteroid-meteor-section/  

https://assa.saao.ac.za/about/publications/cam-notes/ 

 

mailto:Observing@assa.saao.ac.za
https://assa.saao.ac.za/
https://assa.saao.ac.za/how-to-observe/
https://assa.saao.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2022/07/ASSA-CAMnotes-2022-Number-2.pdf
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/KEz-CElQA0FkLJ7Fw06tS
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/AlntCGZKDMI2kp7hpIb4T


Please also click on the link to read ab!{{!Ωǎ latest peer-reviewed journals and more specifically the 
!ǇǊƛƭ нлнн ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ άhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƳŜǘ /κнлнм 
A1 (Leonard): MNASSA Download Page 

 

MNASSA is a registered, peer-reviewed journal, with an ISSN number, and is referenced by and 
searchable in various academic databases.  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ !{{!Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
can then be properly cited in subsequent publications. 

The link on the ASSA website is https://assa.saao.ac.za/about/publications/mnassa/ and provides 
more info about back copies and where to send contributions. 

https://www.mnassa.org.za/
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/S3mPC98XlDFM5GKtE8vS2


As usual, here is a roundup of various observations and imaging sessions from around South Africa 
over the last few monthsΧ  Note: the submissions we receive are usually a hybrid of observations and 
imaging. 

From KZN 

A collage of images from the Autumn and Winter period imaged from Newcastle KZN by Angus Burns using a 
RASA 8.  You can read the review of the RASA 8 at the end of this edition of Southern Skies Quarterly 

  

±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ άŦǊƻǎǘ Ƴƻƻƴέ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ !ƴƎǳǎ .ǳǊƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ Y½b on the 16th May 2022 



 

¢ƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ άŦǊƻǎǘ Ƴƻƻƴέobserved and captured from Newcastle KZN on the 16th May 2022.  

  

The Waning Gibbous moon from the 15 June 2022 captured through a Celestron 8SE with a Canon60Da from 
Newcastle KZN 

 

 

 



 

 

Another view of comet C/2017 K2 (PanSTARRS) and the globular cluster M10 captured by Angus Burns from 

Newcastle KZN on the 17th July 2022 ς captured with a RASA 8,  ZWO294mc pro camera and Neodymium filter.   
Data was acquired before the moon rose and during load shedding which helped with revealing more details 
of the comets tail after processing. 

 

 


