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Comet, Asteroid and 
Meteor Section 

 
 

CAMNotes 2026 No.1 January-March 
 

 

Observations of the following targets are requested.   

 

COMETS 
 

24P/Schaumasse reaches perihelion on 8 January.  On this date the comet may be 

a 9th magnitude object located in the early morning sky, though the waning gibbous 

Moon will hinder observation somewhat.  The Moon is new on 18 January, when the 

comet will be in southern Boötes, and the comet remains in the morning sky as it fades. 

 

C/2024 E1 (Wierzchos) is at perihelion on 20 January, when it might reach magnitude 

8, and makes a close approach to Earth on 17 February.  During most of January the 

comet is located too close to the Sun to observe from Southern Africa but emerges in 

the last week of January or early February crossing the constellation of Grus.  On the 

evening of 31 January the comet is less than half a degree from 1, 2 Gruis.  On 10 

February it will be located within 1° of the galaxy NGC 55 in Sculptor 

 

 
 

Comet C/2024 E1 (Wierzchos) will be close to NGC 55 on the evening of 10 February 
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On 14 February the comet is situated in a busy area including spiral galaxy NGC 300 

(Sculptor Pinwheel), bright star  Sculptoris, globular cluster NGC 288 and the 

Sculptor Galaxy NGC 253.  The whole scene spans just over 12° and provides a nice 

opportunity for imaging.  The Moon will not interfere.   

 

 
 

Comet C/2024 E1 (Wierzchos) will be in an interesting field on the evening of 14 February 

 

The comet fades during March and will likely be lost by quarter’s-end.  

 

88P/Howell is a periodic comet which returns to the Sun every five and a half years.  

Perihelion this year occurs on 18 March when the comet might reach magnitude 10, 

located low in the east before dawn. 

 

 

METEOR SHOWERS 
 

The first quarter of the year generally sees a number of minor meteor showers active 

for southern observers.  

 

The Volantids (VOL) are known as the New Year’s Eve shower, following their first 

detection by CAMS New Zealand on 31 December 2015.  They were again detected 

on 27 and 28 December 2020 and may undergo episodic outbursts in activity at low 

rates (ZHR ~10).  A watch should be kept during the period 27 December-1 January 

in case further outbursts occur, and to help determine any visually observable rates.  

The Volantids emanate from a radiant at RA/Decl. 08h13.6m, -72.1° and appear with 

medium speed, V = 30 km/sec. Observations can begin immediately after evening 

twilight, the radiant culminates at 00h36 and can continue until dawn.  Observations 
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this year will be hampered by a bright Moon, nevertheless observations should be 

attempted if possible, to determine if anything out of the ordinary occurs, 

 

 
 

Radiant position for ‘New Year’s Eve shower’, the Volantids 

 

The iota-Centaurids (ICN) are a minor shower which may be active each year at low 

rates from 16-26 January.  During 2023 they showed enhanced activity between 21 to 

26 January, and visual observations are requested again this year about the same 

dates.  The meteors are swift, with speed 64 km/sec, and appear to radiate from 

RA/Decl. 13h16m, -39°. The shower is best observed from midnight onwards and is 

highest just before dawn.  The Moon will be a waning crescent and will not interfere 

with observations in 2026. 

 

 
 

Radiant position for the iota Centaurids.   
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The alpha-Centaurids (ACE) are normally a weak annual shower, but have been 

noted to outburst on several occasions, as was the case in 1972 and 1980.  In the 

latter year, the ZHR averaged perhaps 20/hr but may have peaked at >230/hr for a 

brief period, which consisted of bright yellow meteors (see Atlas of Earth’s Meteor 

Showers).  Activity is given as 31 January to 20 February, with maximum on 8 

February from a radiant at RA/Decl. 14h04m, -58° and with fast meteors (V = 58 

km/sec).  During the nights of 13-15 February 2021 there was an outburst of  Crucids 

(GCR) from a similar region of the sky as the alpha Centaurids, from a radiant at 

RA/Decl. 13h09m, -56°.  Therefore, observations are warranted including at least the 

mornings of 8 and 15 February, and a couple of mornings either side of these dates in 

order to observe both potential centres of activity.  Any meteors seen should be plotted 

on gnomonic charts to determine which radiants are active, and I will provide charts to 

those who wish to observe.  The waning gibbous Moon will interfere slightly in the first 

period but will pose little hindrance on the latter date.  Any observations carried out 

during either period are welcome. 

 

 
 

Radiant position, including nightly drift, of the alpha Centaurids (ACE).  Map courtesy of the 

International Meteor Organization. 

 

 

ASTEROIDS  
 

There are no asteroidal occultations or close approach observations of asteroids 

requested for the first quarter of 2026. 

 

 



5 
 

I hope the foregoing gives visual observers and astro-imagers plenty of opportunities.  

I will be pleased to receive any reports or images for analysis.  Prospective observers 

who need further information or assistance are welcome to contact the Director at 

CAM[at]assa.saao.ac.za. 

 

 

Clear skies,  

 

Tim Cooper 
Director, Comet, Asteroid and Meteor Section. 
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