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Target: NGC 6872 — The Condor Galaxy
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NGC 6872

Constellation: Pavo

Type: Bared Spiral Galaxy (SB(s) b pec)
Distance: 212 million light-years
Apparent magnitude: 12.7

R/A: 20h 16m 56.402s

Declination: -70° 46'05.070”

OBSERVING THE CONDOR

NGC 6872, popularly known as the Condor Galaxy, is a stunning Deep-Sky

object nestled in the Southern Constellation Pavo, the Peacock. While

invisible to the naked eye, this galaxy is a rewarding target for advanced

amateur astronomers equipped with medium-to-large aperture telescopes (10”

or larger) and dark skies.

o Location: Pavo lies near the Southern Celestial Pole, making it ideally
placed for observers in Southern latitudes. Use nearby stars in Pavo to
Star-hop to NGC 6872, located near the lenticular galaxy I1C 4970.

o Visual appearance: Through amateur scopes, expect a faint smudge
with hints of elongation. Long exposure astrophotography reveals its




spectacular spiral arms stretching over 522000 light-years, making it one
of the largest known spiral galaxies.

o Companions: IC 4970, a small lenticular galaxy interacting with NGC
6872, and the elliptical giant NGC 6876 nearby. These members form
part of the Pavo Galaxy group.

DEEP SKY INSIGHTS: GALACTIC GIANTS IN MOTION

NGC 6872 is not just large - it’s colossal. Its spiral arms span over 717000

light-years in diameter when measured by Isophotal light. This makes it more

than five times the size of our Milky Way.

o Galactic interaction: the Condor’s dramatic shape is the result of a
gravitational encounter with IC 4970 about 130 million years ago. This
interaction triggered intense star formation, especially in the
northeastern arm, where stellar flux is up to 1000 times higher than in its
core.

° Star formation: Young star clusters populate the extended arms, with
ages ranging from 1 to 100 million years. A bright ultraviolet source at
the tip of the northeastern arm may be a tidal dwarf galaxy, born from the
galactic collision.

o X-ray trial: A mysterious x-ray bridge connects NGC 6872 to NGC 6876,
hinting at past interactions and energetic processes between these
massive galaxies.

ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGE

For imagers, NGC 6872 offers a dramatic composition: Sweeping spiral arms,
a companion galaxy and a rich galactic neighbourhood. Capture it with long
exposures and narrow band filters to highlight star-forming regions and dust
lanes. The Condor’s wingspan truly comes alive in ultraviolet and infrared
imaging.

OBSERVING TIPS

o Dark-sky weekend: Plan a trip to a dark-sky site during the New Moon
Phase for optimal viewing.

o ASSA imaging Showcase: Submit your Condor Galaxy images to the
ASSA Deep Sky Section for consideration.

CONCLUSION

Whether you’re peering through an eyepiece or processing Deep-Sky frames,
the Condor Galaxy offers a breathtaking glimpse into the grandeur of Galactic
evolution. Spread your wings — and let your telescope soar.

May you have clear skies and happy observing!
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